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e lone of the world is enmitie againft 
© Tm cant ſerve to God and Mamwmor, 
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TO TIE COVRTE- 


ous Reader. 


(x Az Hriftian Reader, Nothing 
a LEY 9 15 more lamentable then ih 
. A worldlmes of vs Chriftiens, 
N28 Onr life is little elſe but a 
| \S A breach of arr mot folemne 
Inn 10 the Lord of life, We renounced the 
d ir on firſt entrance into the Charch 
od, denoting our ſelues tothe ſernice of 
$brift. ( Theſe were good wordt, if there 
Pere any thing be/ides words, in the moſt of 
I. But being groWne,we renounce Christ, 
returne to the ſeruice of theworld in all 
{ur ations, Our deeds prone that Yue ds but 
$#) talle of God and (Þrift ard heaven: for 
Phet hath God but aur breath? and with 
hir do me ſeek heauen, but with the tongue 
Jhenoridbarh heart and hands, ani it ret 
Het) moit of all our ſirergth. Being there- 
{re (apainit my will, and earneſ/ int reaty to 
ix concrarie) commanded te ſpeake ware 


* C3 this 


To the courteous Reader, 


this great congregation, I thought Teal 
A ar — 2 A refit th oe 
preſent — better, then if l 1 72 
to beate downe this vice, which hath pa 
more ground againſt the power of cod, 1 
(I thmke ) then the diuelt whole boit flu 
beſides. If I haue offended in any thing, iti 
in being too plame : which whether it 
fawlt,yea,or no, in a Preacher, I cannot i 
termine with my ſelfe, but I know wel ini 
leſſe ſauitie, then that other extreame li 
in our times is more in price and vſe. Tei 
thinkes the Apoſtle Paul hath giuen vat 
rie gooadirettion, ſaying ; it hath pleal 
God by the fooliſhneſſe of — 
ſaue the beleeuers. Dotb the Apoitle dim, 
grace Gods ordinance by gining it ſucb 
rame?or doth he not rather deride mens can 
ſnres that ſo miſcallit ? For not the wiſe, 
the learned, not the wittie, not the eloquaſa 
hind of preaching, doth helpe mens ſoul 
toheaner, but that kind, which the greatiſ u 
pare (out of their fleſhlineſſe ) eftceme b s 
and fooliſo, becamſe it wants the exeellency oft 
words, andthe enticing ſpeeches of manrwifeÞþ 
dane, as elſewhere the [ame eApoiile ſauiſ 
If I ſhould ayme at any other end in pus 
ching, ther the ſalnation of wen ; 


To the courteous Reader, 

onll | 1 rſed for doing Gods worke negli- 
? th | ret eruerſely? If aiming at this, I ſhould 
an but his obne meanes,were I not foo- 
ol prefer mine owne thoughts to 
ibi bind of preac bing pleaſe God, 
Met ſpeaker ? why not bearer ſ why not 
add? If it ſane nnen, hy ſhould it not content 


p 
d 


Wing and much reading many yeres, which 
that know me, know to bee wanting tinto 


berefore to make ſhew of mach (by the 


; hat come,the one to offer, the other to 
n ſalvation ? To ſay the truth, I doe not 
laugh confeſſe, that my learning is but 
l. For much learning requires much 
* 


ng he Fan index or ſuch libæ) when I haus it 
e bere but a conſoning tricke,and a prank, 
eh erming a bragger or 4 banqueront, of 
tenen Salomon ſaith, there is, that makes 
ann anſelfe rich and hath nothing. But ſay I 


alu the greateFt abũdace of learmme,zet 
ſaulſ labooued me to remember, that a pulpit is 
rate araplace ro ſhew ſchollerſhip in, but faith- 
eſſe.nor to declare how well read wee are 
10 eber authors, but how ill practiſed tho 
1a ker t are in the will and word of God the 
ſariſ e aur hor. Preaching was not appointed to 
me ſiaheibe care with a gay ſpeech and learned 
Nun but to pierce the beart, with a ſharps 
LY 4 3 reproofe, 


To the courteous Reader; 


reproofe,and carn:ſt exhortation;not toni i i. 
credit and applauſe to the ſpeaker; butyl v, 
work knowledge and obedience in the beans ll 
not tomake the auditory commend vs u 
ſay, ſure hee is a good Scholler, a mand] 
good wit and great reading, &c, Bu ul, 
conderme themſelues, ard ſay we have d 
bad men, men of polluted bearts and lines, lay 
a word,, not todraw men ſo admire the gi 
of him that ſpeaketh, and offer him pri 
ment;bur to repent of their one ſins aui 
fer ſubmmiſſios unto Chriit that ſent bini 
ſpeake. This if the miniſter aime ats, heitig 
pie, and the people alſs if be attaine it; l 
whoſocuer aimes at credit or profit in 
chung. may goe from the pulpit to bell, 
take his wages with the hypocrite, to mb 
is ſaid, that hee bath receiued his rana 
Loth \vonld I bee, to buy praiſe or profil 
ſuch 4 price, neither did I dare to h 
my ſelfe vnts God, for miſintending bus g 
dinauce, and handling his word in a wrap} 
maner., With this determination did I ca 
to ſpeake ; with this determination, ſbouliꝶ 
uery Chriſtian come to heart, Aadif ] 
Twit me with the name of an Engl 
cher (a name taken vp to diſgrace the for 
Aneſſe ef preaching which God — J 


: 
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Tothe curteous Reader. 


Ius to anſrwere, that I ſpeake to Engliſh 
al wer, and, the moſt, mo ſchollers, otherwiſeir 
Hut not bin hard to haue heaped vp, and 
i herned by beart, and ſpoken readily many 4 
i erret and Latin ſentence fit for the purpoſe: 
ho would looſe labor and time, and make 
s ſpeakings Where one would ſerus the 
Mime? Andin this plaine manner( Reader } 
J encountred, by the ſrordof the ſpirit, 
Ihe copital euil of che World, which is worlds 
beſe, [was willing to publiſh L being ſpoken, 
hut / was not willing to ſpeak, hoping to 
the ſome man af aint the ſinne, (which E 
eagainit ) beſides mine bearers ; if but 
WCbriftian grow leſſe earthly by benefit of 
lber, my recompence is ſufficient; [f nod 
jet I haue this fruit, that I intended to 
es gead, aud endeuoured it. Now Keader, 
lan meet with any fault, cenſure it with 
3 Ln — and in readin 
oh nothing to auy, but to thy ſelfe, and 
41 — Thu Ic - thee & thy 
wh in vertne, to the helpe andaſſiſtancs 
0 fur grations father. Banbury, Ianuary. 


Thine in all Chriſtian affe- 
Rion z 


WV illiem Wheat oh, 


VETOVS. 


LvxE 12. 15. 


ale heed and beware of cout ton ſueſſe, for 
” though a man haue abundance, his lift 
” conſifts not in his riches. 


\ 
FF. 


= Helſe are the words of 
N our Sauiour Chriſt, vt- 
0 5 tered pon occaſion of 
a certaine accident re- 
lated immediately be- 
Ne fore. Two brethren 
— en their fathers lads. It 
Sthat one would haue had al to him. 

, and left very little or nothing io his 
cher. fle n, chat thoughe 
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2 CAcancatfortheconctoms. 


— entreats our Sauiow | th 
counſell) to c ſe the con 

Of B20 betwixt | hag and to bring lu 5 
brother to ſome more equall courſe oſd | mc 
uiſion. Our Lord (that alwaiesregadel] of 
the ſoule more then the ſtate) perceiving mu 
couetouſneſſe to be the cauſe of this ca dit 
tention, refuſcth to entermedle with the of( 
parting of their lands, and fallesto cneanſ 
that diſeaſe of their ſoules which proc} u 
red all this diſtemper. This he begins f il 
do in the verſe preſent, and proſecuÞitle: 
more at large inthe ſequell of the Chap 
ter. Theſe words divide themſelues in 
two parts. The firſt, Chriſts exhortatia ii 
Tab heed, and beware of conetouſneſſe, ] Apo 
ſecond, the reaſon wherewith he bach r: 
his exhortation taken from the ineffech lr 
alneſſe of wealth, the obiect of couetoijiſ ii 
nes, for though a man haue abundance tic 
that is, if any man ſhould heape vpallisalls 
perfluities, he ſhall find no more ſatengJAnd 
quiet, or contentment of life, fromwsſimar 
his cop-heaped plẽtie of out ward thiq id 
The point of doctrine which our Mrd 
uiour Chriſt aimes at (and in the dial 
ſing of which I purpoſe to ſpend the iſo f 
allotted) is ſo manifeſt, that no man d 
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1 A caneat for the conetorns 3 
x duſe but ſee it. / hoſoeuer will be ruled by 
ws | (rift, muſt beware of couetouſueſſe. All 
is | gue Chriſtians, that do hang at Chriſts 
& 


mouth for direction, and ſhew their hope 
{| of faluation by practiſe of obedience, 
ng} nuſt ſnunne and auoid with all diligence 
dis hatefull fin of worldlines. One word 
te} of Chriſt ſhould be ſufficient to a Chriſti- 
an mſoule; but he was not ſo ſcant of words, 
x+{ wonce only to warne vs of ſuch a capitall 
300 ail. The ſame ſpirit ſpake in his Apo- 
10 es, that in himſelf, and by their mouths 
bee hath giuen vs many like aduertiſe- 
vents, whereof ſome one or to it ſhall 
og laſce to haue mentioned. Coloſ. 3.5.The 
I yoſtle ſpeakes to Chriſtians in this ma- 
eber: Morrifie therefore your earthly ment» 
0b [ fernicat ion, vncleanneſſe, inordinate af. 
uche, euill conc upiſcence, and conetohſnes, 
[Mich (to prouoke our greater hatred)he 
lle alles by that hateſull name of Idolattie. | 
ad well might he ſo call it: ſor it cauſeth | 
nu man to repoſe his hope of ſafetie vpon 
ing ſicdes, which ſhould be wholly and only 
reed vpon the Lord of hoſtes, ſeeing it is 
Pxoſſible that any — — ſecure a 
v from danger, vnleſſe it doch ſurpaſſe 
Pecher things in power and in greatnes: 
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4 Anne for the couetou. 


this ſinne is, you ſee, a capitall enemied | 
our ſaluatiõ, which in our Chriſtian was | 0 
fare we ſhould fight againſt, and ftrivers f 4 
ſlaughter in our ſelues. The Apoſtleally, | u 
Heb. 3.5. hath ſaid to the ſame purpoſe | i 
Let your conuerſation be without couctuſ ] 90 
veſſe. The word is in the originall, abs 
the lone of money, but all comes to one te 
koning. And it is obſeruable that he fait] jy; 
(your conuerſation)to meet with theds| qe 
ceitſull hollownes of thoſe, that conten n 
themſelues in ſome few actions to f wg, 
peare not couetous, whileſt in other a 8 
ons at other times they be wholly polu. 
ted with this ſinne. Their counterfeit 
maimed diligence, anſwers not the la 
extent of this commandement, A godly 
mans life (if Gods counſell might bf 
heard) ſhould not in one or twoalowbs 
but in all the parts thereof, be free roy, 

the ſtaines of this wickedneſſe. More 1 N 
ces might be produced for the prootedſy,, 
the ſame truth, if it were asneedfull, 8}, 

eaſie ſo to do. But the chiefe difficulieiſ 

this thing will be, not ſo much to wis 
conſent of iudgement to the point, MI 

conformity of praQiſe to the iudgemaſ tx 
Wherefore, to the intent that CUT, 


| 7 
3 
at 
3 
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Acancat for the conetons, 5. 
tethes may be more profitably regar- 
ded; and this fault more carefully hun- 


il in ſewy words ſet out ſotme of the moſt 
umeſull effects that enſue vpon this vi- 
| gous diſpoſit ion of mind that Chriſt cals 
@uecouſnefle, | 


nion of the word of God, and cauſeth 
de moſt powerfull inſtrurnent of regene- 
ion and ſaluation, to be a in- 
FI euall, (for the producing of theſe ef- 
bean in that party in whom it bearerh 
*{ may.” That our Saviour plainely witneſ- 
#h, when hee compareth the word to 


rr r 


che preacher to the ſeedſman, the 
ert to the ground, this eeuetouſneſſe 


uche thornes that ehoake the ſeed, The 
u adandman may caſt away graine vpon 
"21 percell of land ouerrun with brambles, 
| n e ſeed ſo heſtowed will neuer come 
Hit harueſt: So the miniſter may preach 

5 be word to worldly minded menʒ but he 
ul fpend his ftrength in vaine. Let vs 
n ule neuer ſo painefully, teach neuer ſo 
GY Wittantly, prooue never ſo/ſttongly, ex- 
er neuer ſo powerfully, this time, and 
our is but loſt, among our earthly affe- 
1 A 3 cted 


| ied by you all that heare me this day; I 


Firſt, it vtterly hinders the. ſauing ope- Reaſ. 1. 
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Feaſ. a. 


Col. 3. 2. 


6 A caueat for the conetons.. 


Qed hearers. Either they come not 16 
heare,orattend not in hearing, ot medi 
tate not after hearing. And this youmuſt 
marke brethren, thateuen attentive hea 
ring without meditation, wil not ingraffe 
the word into your hearts, it wil not pro- 
lit the ſoule, more then much getti 

when a man keeps nothing, candens 


his eſtate. Well may it increaſe ſwims 


ming, but not ſauing knowledge: iti 


furniſh ones head with words and matter 
for, honeſt diſcomſe, but not ones hem 
with vprightneſſe and ſineeritie for gods 
ly conuerſation. Thus then ſtands de 


caſe. The Lord offers thee his word u 1 
enlighten thy mind, to ſanctifie thing} . 


heart, to conuert thy ſoule, and make thee 


a true Chriſtian: Couetoulneſle oppoſe} 
it ſelfe, will not ſuffer the word todwel } 


in chine heart, nor thine heart to pondet 
vponthe word, and fo cauſeth thee to be 


bur an. hypocrite at the beſt: ſnoudel 


| thi 


thou not auoid it? * 


Secpndly, another euill as badasthi 


comes vp together with this. — bor 


whoſe deſirable graces of Gods ſpirit, thit | FJ 


ſteales away the heart from heaven, 


fr a man for heauen, The Apolile Pal 
: wiſhed 


4 — 


| 
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A caueat for the conetons. 7 


| wiſheth vs to ſet our affections ypon the 
things chat are aboue, and not vpon the 


things that are below; intimating an vt- 
ter impoſſibilitie to doe both; as if he had 
told ys that there be two forts of obiects, 


| after which mens affections are carried. 


dome are of the earth earthly, momenta- 
nie, tranſitorie, and vnable to giue any 
ſound and laſting contentment, Such are 
houſes, land, goods, money, ina word, 


| worldly th ags. Others are from heauen, 


beauenly, ubſtantial, conſtant, immortal, 


truly profitable to the whole man: ſuch 


re faith, repentance, the ſpirit of prayer, 


be fauour of Cod, in a word, Chriſt and 


lis benefits. And wee muſt vnderſtand 
this, that the body may aſcend and de- 
end at the ſame time, as wel as the ſouls 
affections be ſet vpõ both theſe things. 
We cannot goe earthward and heauen- 
yard both at once: where the treaſure is, 
there will be the heart, be it in heauen or 
neꝛrthzho man hath two harts, two trea- 


eee e A Br Wo 


kres, the one is but counterfair, ifany at 
All, Now this couetouſnes, as an arrow 
ſhorfrom hell, doth naile the heart to the 
try ground, that it cannot be lifted vp- 
ds: and as alimetwig ſet by the diuel 
44 ſo 


8 A caneat for the conetont, F 
ſo intangles the wings of the ſoule, has 
cannot poſſibly fly vpward to ard in Fe 
2 home. The worldly man is ſou 

vp in courting and wooing his hate N unt 
try miſtreſſe, the world; which hath t N vis 
ken him with her eielids of gaine, andis u 
ucigled him with her naked brefis ug 

\ - commoditie : that the ſuit for heauen ai Aab 
the things therof, is alcogether neglece 
and ſorſaken. Therfore the ſctipture cala 
the worldling an adulterer, becauſe asi ſ 
whoremaſter leaues a beautifull and ud Fave 
conditioned wife, to embrace a commei [ihe 
and polluted eurtizan : ſodoth he aba 
don God and ſaluation, to farisfic himilFh 
with this moſt deformed and misſhapw'Fi 
world. And is it not the higheſt deged I 
of vnhappineſſe to be — — of ones mn 

derſtandingꝰ and fo fatre forth inſatumeſ ur 
as to exchange heauen it ſelfe forafewJ 
ſhillings, yea farthings; and bee mat 
painful and earneſt to get a little gliſtinſx 
filuer into the cheſt, then the glos e 


image of leſus Chriſt into the ſoule? {lt 
though God do dfren caſt theſe outu 
things vpon thoſe that take no gre 
paines for them, and the world falles 
the mouthes of many before they - | 


* 


* 


TFT Acancat for the conctons, 2 
fit (as wee fay) yet it isnotſofor 
heauen — 82 ſpilles ſuch 
ceaſire, nor patts with them to any with⸗ 
unt ſuite, without thanks. He muſt cal for 
:Iniſdome, and dig for vnderſtanding that 
ul haue them, and ſtriue to enter that 
i bxpes to find a place in heauen, and miſſe 
alis entrance that ſtriueth not. The caſe 
uus ſo therefore with thy ſoule. God 
le aſers himſelfe and eternal life, vnto thee, 
yon condition of convenient diligence, 
> [avfingtbemeanes to get it, on thy part: 
world ſteps betwixt, drawes thine 
aw heat, diuerts thy thoughts, cares, defires, 
ether way, and ſo cauſeth thee to for- 
«{mecn an eternall kingdome, not for 
[{matofmeanes, but of care and paines to 
wine the fame. Oughteſt thou not as 
e Griftbids, to take heed thereof? But yet Reaſc;. 
en ante euill proceedeth from rhismaſter 
It expoſeth that heart which har- 
nit with allowance; vnto all manner 
oe oathſome ſinnes and dangerous temp- 
ons The diuell hath the couetous man 
mics vpon the hip, as we ſpeakʒ that is, 
rar ſuch an aduantage, that hedoubts 
neo giue him the ouerthro in any aſ- 
. Satan is a cruell fowler, hauing his 
1 No nets 
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10 Acanxcatfor the conetous.”. 1 | 
nets and his cal, and every thing jnreui 
neſſe, and if once he become 4 King 
with the birds diet, he makes no queſ 


of his game: yea, he promiſeth himlel 


to haue the poore foules necke betete 
his fingers ſpeedily. And indeed no ba 

is better trained to the fiſt of the cunnin 
fawkner, then the worldly man toallt 
diuels waies; whatſocuer ſinne he v 

haue him commit, let him but hollows! 
and caſt yp the lure of commoditie, ba 
ſtoupes preſently and ſeiſeth vpon in 
Would he haue him lieꝰpromiſe himpwelhoi 
fit; then begins he to hem and haw, u 
faulter in his ſpeech, and equiuocate, a 
at length proceeds to downe right lyiaſ t 
and impudent facing out a knowne 
truth. Would he haue him periuredꝭ i 
fame art doth that alſo; ſhew him cn 
moditie, vſe ſiluer perſwaſions, hee ui 
aſſay and goe backe, and feare and ſweaty 
but at laſt hardens himiſelfe,and cares ui 
to pollute the name of God, with a th 
ſand falſehoods, and a thouſaud out w 
Vea, the diuel can make ſuch a man with 
vp to the chin in a ſtreame of wn 
bloud, with the gliſtring ſhew of gal 
and cauſc him tolcape headlong _ Fate 
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Amur fortheconetons, 1 
tedhles and burning pit of hell, with 
charge ope of enriching his eſtate. In 
lord, there is not the rankeſt of all Sa- 
wpoiſons,buche wil greedily deuoure 
n the ſweet broth of commoditie. 
oſe vnnaturall crimes which would 

ehe ſoule agaſt, if they came bare- 

lag ed, ſend them in a gilded vizard, as it 

de in a maske to the couetous mans 
ase, hee will entertaine them kindly 
bach a kiſſe, and. feares not to imbrace 

0 hen euen in both his armes. Thoſe hi- 

pen eus and enormons evils for which hell 

ulſgeeite doth gape vpon the conſcience 

Aan zu open mouth, are (we ſee it with 

ghar eies) euen ſeareleſſy committed in 

pe 'of aduantage. And therefore the 

208 r ture calles this ſinne, (not a branch, 

ph) 2 roote, (which it ſelſe, hath many 

'Wilfarpe and big,and fruicfull branches)and 

en (not of ſome one or two or few,bur) 

51 Ai will: becauſe there can be no ſinne 

and fo hatefull, which profit hath not 

daß ach the louers of profit, either to com- 
* ut N ſelues or, which is al one, to con- 

Mio in others. The worldling is a fic 

dag kece of timber for any place in Satans 

n alding. This mercenary ſouldiour doth 

bob |. Eincucr 
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12 A raneat for the courtout. 


neuer thinke himſelfe too good 
ſeruice in all the diuels campe,wherey 
and bootie may be gotten, He cant 
an — 1 and a defer 
of Image- worſhip: a petiured pe 
ſabbath- breaker, and a maintainer 
them that do it, a killer of father andi 
ther, a murderer of Kings, a blower i 
Parliament houſes, a ſtaruer of — 1 
vrhoremaſter, an harlot, a morepollulf 
wretch a robber ſorſwotne cited | . 
what not in the higheſt degree again 
ny commandement, This ſinne isl al! 
great beaſt, that makes a large po 1 
ny other beaſt to enter in at, afterwall 
This is the diuels oreatordinance\ ic Jl 
with hee makes ſuch feateſul batteri ; Mm 
on the wals of the conſcience, that i 
are many wide breaches made, uE 
all his army of other luſts, may give a vi 
reſiſtible aſſault ypon the heart ndl | [+ 
and winne the ſame vnto himſelſ. Se 
whereas God forbids all ſinne inp 
damnation, the diuell may pre 4 
if thou be couetous, to any ſinne, in 0 
of commodity, and ſhouldeſt thou Wl te 
abhorre-this moſt pernirious vice? © te 
Reaſ.4s But neither yet is this all. A wan 


* 
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topraRiſe al ſins, and yet after(fee- 

ig che bitternes of theſe paths of death) 

ume backe into the wayes of bleſſed- 
$5,200 be fafe; But this Anne is like the 

x,a deepe and narrow ditch: and like 

wicked woman that Sa/omon calles 
— then death, whoſe heart is as 

* ſnares, and her hands as bands to 
4 2 man faſt in the warde and priſon 
e diuel. For in the fourth place, who- 

ver is overruled by this ſinne, cannot 
vue oue of the ſure ſteps towards hea- 
ln — in what meaſure this lead is tied 
ny mans heeles, he is viterly diſabled 
in climing vp the ladder ofbleſſednes, 
lich the Scripture hath framed for vs. 

u know that our Sauiour Chriſt hath 

ed eight beatitudes, as it were ſo ma- 

— vp to the throne of heauen; to 
;[#poore in ſpirit, to mourne ſpiritually, 
[ Jl obe meeke, to hunger and thirſt after 
7 couſnes, to be mercifull, to be pure 
heart, to bea peacemaker, and to ſuffer 

* prion for righteouſneſſe ſake, Now 
| couetous man cannot lift vp the legs 
his ſoule to any one of theſe flaires, and 

1 herefore while ſt he continues couetous, 
al Hire is no poſſibilitie of his euer com- 


ming 
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ming to God. Poore in ſpirit he eum l got 
be: For he is ſo taken vp with feareof | full 
uerty in purſe, and the ſenſe of the miſa lde 
which want will bring; that his ſah n 
growes altogether ſenſeleſſe of themifs}hws 
rie into which the fall of Adem andi r 
owne fins haue caſt him. Spitituall pen ec. 
is not felt there, where want and pouemiſ ir 
are ſo extreamely FRG Agaide, x cui 
can neuer mourne truly ſor — 1 
either carnall ioy, (which he takes ia u, 
dinately by ſeeing the increaſe ofly[m 
worldly ſubſtance (as the rich man int delt 
Goſpell, when he thought he had def 
laid vp in ſtore for many yeeres) dotl \þ trou 
tickle & warme his hart, that the ſtreaghlith 
of teares is dried vp Which ſhould ber 
Jpent in bewailing his fins : or elſerhitÞ hi 
worldly ſorrow and vexation(that flingſten 
him vpon the ſenſe of outward crofley ing 
and the diſappointment of his hopes i 
earthly matters) doth turne the fireame;| mia 
of weeping quite another way, thai [lah 
cannot come to the waſhing of his foule, [ch 
and purging of his cõſcience. Then mec ei 
he cannot be, for he is alwaies poſſeſſa | my 
with one or other paſſion of carnall ic ton 
or griefe, or enuie, or the like, wy Wo 
ole 
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nd gameor tempeſt on the ſea, doth fill him 
lf | Moſrage and diſtemper. The Spirit of 
ik od hath called him a trouble-houſe, 
bring: He that is greedie of gaine troubles 
ni lerne Houſt;and it is impoſſible that his 
di bert ſhould be meek and quiet, when as 
wyſſecannot ſuffer his houſe ſo to be. Alſo 
air bungring and thirſting after righte- 
e aſeſſe, it cannot bee that his appetite 
aa hould and that way. For the dogs hun- 
10g, and dropfie-thirſt of wealth doe ſo 
fx and torment his ſoule, that he hath 
ain woleifure to long for Chriſt, and the im- 
che aation or communication of his righ- 
h douſnes. So that he may freely lap in the 
n achy puddles of the world, he neuer cares 
de ier the ſweet and holſome ſtreames to 
dich leſus Chriſt doth inuite him: and if 
ing lemay gorge himſelt with the foule gar- 
fly lage 4, ill gotten goods, the pleaſant 
au ud delightful) food of the ſoule is but 
n mauourie to him. And like as one that 
ri lan the greene ſickneſſe, or ſome other 
ule, ach diſeaſe, will leaue the beſt meate, to 
kedon ſalt, oatmeale, or ſome ſuch like 

ſed | mwholeſome thing: ſo the pallat and 
of lomacke of his ſoule are in that meaſure 
111 d, as he will reiect righteouſnes 
me | 11" it 


x6 A caneat for the cauetod. ; be 1 
c ſelfe, to ſurfet vpon filthielucres K ; 
for being mercifull, that Randsnotigw[ylit 
ſort with his profeſſion. If he ſhoulaſi 
fer his heart to releut at the miſetia 


rue them; that would ſurely ſen] fror 
heape of his money which he mut 
dare to do. A peece.of money goes fi 


him as a drop of blood from his beg 
with ſuch a liuely feeling and paine, i 
he cannot be wel pleaſed with that * 
ſoeuer which drawes it away. Andthanſ® 

fore he hath either no pitie and met qi 
elſe but by ſtarts and firs, now and dai 
which is as good as none, Now for pu 
tic of heart, how can it be conceiuedi 
he ſhould haue it? whoſe ſoule is as# 
for the diuell, or a cage of vncleane bin 
in which fin and Satan may ſit and hays 
and hucke, and bring vp all their brow 
of damnable luſts and ptactiſes, if tl 

they wil lay now and then a golden egi 
or two among, fer the ſatisfying c= 
greedie humour, He that hath the roman 
all euill in his heart, cannot haue 2 
heart. Moreouer for peace making, o 
him in his penie, and he will trouble 
the world, neither can he put vp I / 


= 
. N 


A 
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— him in his commoditie, 
t being auenged. All the world 
alther couctouſaesi is the father, mo- 
and al, of moſt debate & ſtrife: 
ul brit makes a man ſet againſt euery man, 
nwhom he may wreſt any profit, and 
3 euery man al ſo, to whom be 
[7 any dues. And for the laſt ſtep 
an] od mhich is to ſuffer perſecution for 
taltyhrcouſnes fake, this will he neuer do. 
roods are his god, and if it come to 
ol tetmes, that either he muſt leaue ri. 
Stor righteouſnes, with true religion 
l xithe practiſe of iy he loues God well, 
his money b Alas, he mult be 
me with, God giues good words in- 
bur a man cannot liue with words: 
rd! he can feele and ſee, thatplea-: 
rad hisſcniſe fo well, that he thinkethir- 
y to part with ir for ſuch a matter. And 
¶Narſore as the yong man in the Goſpel, 
ez bangs his head in his boſome, & goes 
da 2 a ſad countenance, ſome- 
rie that he cannot pleaſe Chriſt, - 


ſa his wealth both, bur what euet 
the muſt keepe that, The world 
amiſtreſſe, and hed muſt embrace her, 

yl — — 8 
el. B 80 
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So that nowa man might very trulym | a 
the ſpecch of our — — = 
the couetous man, and ſay: Curſed betꝭ | gfhi 
couetous, for he is not poore, but prof de 
in ſpirit, and therefore the kingdom ul. 
hell is his. Curſed be the couetous forks | dom 
cannot mourne for his ſins, but for hiila⸗ plan 
ſes onely, and therefore he ſhall neuetbè ] ge 
comforted. Curſed be the couetous ſuſ imo 
he is not meeke but froward in heart ai fule 
therefore he ſhall not inherit the euiiſ won 
which he ſo much wiſheth.Curſed bets] wer 
couetous, ſor he doth not long aſter rig ade 
teouſnes, but after riches, and therfote ce 
ſhall neuer be ſatisfid Curſed be the dish 
uctous, for he is not merciſull, but hu I bete 


hearted, and therefore he ſhall find u 15 
eu 


mercie. Curſed be the couctous, for bei 

not 2 peace maker but a makebate, a 

therefore he ſhall be called the child dre 
the diuell. Curſed be the couctous, forks] limle 
is not pure but filthie in heart, and them d, 
fore he ſhall neuer ſee God. Curſed beth] woul 
couetous, for he cannot ſufferthe loſer 
his wealth ſorrighteouſnes ſake, & them dra 
fore the kingdome of hell is his. Muſſ ya te 
not then needs yeeld brethren, that thus fee 
a fu much tobe ſhanned, which dry ku 
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x | alalite the ſauing power of the wordof 
Cod, leale away the heart from the loue 
is eſheauen, and he things of God: force 
| te heart to the harboring of the moſt 
bude temptations, and hinder the heart 
be | from attaining any part of bleſſednes, yea 
unge it ipto ſuch a multitude of curſes? 
be} Secing then it is apparant that this vice 
b moſt enormous, and pernicious to the 

bule: let vs make ſome vſe ofthis point 
voor cõſciences. Firſt, vpon this ground 
be] vemay ſafely build an exhortation to all 
| adcuery of you, that you do ſearch your 
ene hearts and lives, to find how farre 
dis filehic fin hath found intertaiument 
dete. When Ieſus Chriſt doth ſo preciſe. 


{forbid an euill, no Chriftian can denie 
ei (owing his nature to be inclinable to 
Acuill) chat ic behoueth from ſuch ex- 


a boration, to take occaſion of examining 
e kaſelfe, how farte forth he hath offen- 
kel, or doth offend in that kind. Chriſt 
the} would not giue warning of a fault to his 
ed] vanes, if they were not alſo ſubĩect to 
t dꝛand if we be ſubiect to it, what can we 
a leſſe then locke to it, whether it be 
ui keeding in vs yea or no? So then, ſeeing 
1. haue heard and percciued che vile- 
as | © B 2 neſſe 
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neſſe of this ſinne, I beſeech you ei 
one not cenſure another, but to co 
of his owne heart and life, and too 
diligently if hee haue not beene a 
lea 84 and blemiſhed, ee * 
wholly polluted with the ſame, 
exhortation is ſo much the more ne 
by how much the practiſe of moſt men 


more contrarie thereto, We come for 
moſt part vety ill affected to the v 
God. When any ſinne is there diſ 
and ſhewed to be dangerous, we gl 
to poſt off thoſe ſpeeches — 
and ſending the eyes of our modes 
00 which might haue been farre betterhy 
ed at home) we ſeeke a ** rſon " 


ſtow ſuch a leſſon vpon, = 


to caſt it vpon any, then to learne 
ſelues. Wee are too full of courteſi 
theſe ſpirituall banquets. When * 
diſh as this is ſet before vs, (namely, 
diſcountenancing or diſcommendingd 
a fault) wee lay that liberally vpon 

ric mans — and no 3 I 2 
will carue to himſelſe: becauſe tt 
meate is indeed leſſe blome, 
nothing leſſe who chen the l 
beſcech you brethren that ig may wn 2 
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b with you in this point. Do not ſay, (as 
is an hundred to one that diuers orcs 
hearts have been bufied in ſaying) If co- 
ſetodſneſſe be ſuch a ſinne, how ſhal ſuch 
iman and fuch and ſuch a man doe? for 
all the world knowes them to be coue- 
bus. Nay,heare not ſo idlely, the Lord 
. thee, and intended the exhorta- 
n to thy ſoule, and would haue thee ſay 
pthy ow ne ſelfe, Is conetouſnes ſo vile a 
* d hove carefull ſhould ] be to find it, 
nd drive it out of mine heart, my con- 
len ? Doe not Ipractiſe it? doe not 


— 1 


EEE 


. 


. 


laue in it? let me looke narrowly ; for as 

dangerous, ſo it is crafty, and will not 
peare in it one name, but (like a trai- 
chat hath eſcaped out of priſon) will 
Wcall and difguiſe it lf and take twen- 
te titles, and names, rather then that 
ere weich ic ſhould bee called. Men are 
| filliog to cloake their ſinnes, and to ſhift 
Kir hands of ſeeming to be naught, not 
4 king fo. And as when the plague is rife, 
| man defires though it bee in his 
, ale yer to keepe ir cloſe, and ſay it is a- 
1 . 


other diſeaſe, becauſe it will bee ſome 
Idranice to be ſhut vp for it: So for this 
of ithylucre(which as an infecti · 

B 3 eus 
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ous peſtilence hath ſpread it ſelf ongrth 

world, into all cities, townes, bir. 
ges) ſcarce any will be knownetobedif 


eaſed with it, fearing rather the diſgna 


then the danger. Some would conſm 


as if it were not poſſible to bee 
minded, vnleſſe a man had much eatthi 
oſſeſſion. But theſe men are exceedig 
ly deceiued about the nature of al 
as themſelues might well perceiue ha 
they but conſulted with the Wiſeman, 
that ſaith, the ſlug gærd /uſterh and hat 
thing. Aman may haue a ſtrong luſt 
wealth, albeit hee haue none of it: in 
though he be frozen vp in the cold 
of idlencfle and lazineſſe, ſo that he 


couetouſneſſe to rich mens — 


not aduenture to ſer his ſoot vpon tht] 


cold ground for it. Nay, ſuch men 
moſt deſperately couetous: for becauk 
their ſloth ſerues them not to take theo 
dinary paines for getting it, therſore iu 
luſt drives them to hunt and ſeekeforit, 
in the ſecret and vnbeaten waies of c 
ſonage and villany.I would to Godther 
were not a great number of ſuch ſloch 

luſters knowne in the world, perhaps ib 
preſent in this place; whoſe coue 


— =P 
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th ino leſſe then other mens, but it is ouer- 
tz} borne by. ſome other luſt that is more 
ben quarter maſter with it, For this you 
ut mult know, that this vice may be aſter a 
8 


juers manner in digers men. In ſome, it is 


Me and commanding for it ſelſ, in others 
- | itrules as an vnder officer to another luſt, 
dis as Imay ſay, the purueyer, or taker 
for idleneſſe, ambition, or prodigalitie. 
gometimes it is whole maſter, ſometimes 
lalſe, ſomtimes quarter maſter with theſe 
before named, ſometimes a ſeruant to 
iy | Yor ſome of them:for though theſe ſins 
7a | ennot well agree among themſelues, yet 


; they cã al agree wel enough againſt god. 


- 
4 


Ines, and pietie of life. Some ſcrape to 
{| keepand to looke it; ſome ſcrape to 
xx later and miſſpend it;the one of theſe is 


of | iolent in his courſes, as the other, and 
of | fisfin is as hurtful, yea and more hurtful, 
xt | the parties ſelf, to the church and com- 
it, | non-weale, when it is kept as a retainer 
> | Panother ſinne, then if it had the chicfe- 
nr | fm & Lord · ſnip it ſelf, Let not the pro- 
ul 


(6 | ®ggard fay, that he is not couetous. I 
ue be bold to affirme, that if he had the 
5 B 4 grace 


let not the ambitious, let not the 


24 A caneat for the conedous. T 
ace and wiſedome to ſearch ifntohin; | hati 


* 


Elle, hee ſhould find this wicked viceg 
great a doer in his ſoule inwardly;,ul 
in his carriage outwardly ; as in then | yesis 
whom with great ſcorne, he di 1 | horſe 
the name of abſolute chuffes, and mem | werr 
miſers: Send therefore I pray you bw | nake 
threy, each man his owne moſt ſeriou | d 
conſiderations, as it were ſearchers iny | that? 
his heart and life, (and take an aid f d 
them, to deale truly, and ynpantially)w} um 
fee and obſerue, whether or no, bet haf what 
the inſectiou of this peſtilent ficknels | arfi 
which alſo the words of Chrift doe in | huh 
portzſor hee faith : Looke, and mandy wor 
ſelnes againſt couetouſneſſe : as intimati lia 
that there is no eſcaping it, if we doen | un 


looke to it. Now to the intent dom 
not bee deceiued, — errour,inths vit 
ſearch, 1 will ſtand a while to giue u hel 


ſome directions, which by following f ee 
ſhall be ſure not to miſtake in examining | war 
and iudging your ſelues as concerninf | ian 
this matter. To this end itſhall be nees 50 
full for mee to declare — nil 


What co- Firſt, s het conetouſmeſſe is 
uetouſnes has be the markes and tokens of it: ter 


being knowne, it ſhall bee n tow 
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a | chatis Hor willfully blind, to paſſe an 

& | robe ſentence of Pimafelfe. 2 2 
al | -Firſt therefore to ſhew what couetouſ- 
nis: It is the dropſie of the mind, an 
by | horſcleach humour after wealth, which 
m | eermore cries, giue, giue. It is that that 
w | makes the hart as a graue for money, or a 
ſepulchre, or an hel for goods, 


w | thet will not be ſatisfied though you caſt 


vy much into it. In few and plaine 
mes, It is the deſire of barting more then 
mm rt man bath alrradie, that being fuſfici- 
& | atfor neceſſary maimtenance. If the Lord 
«| kth beſtowed vpon any man meanes 
o 


v| aough to feed himſelfe, and thoſe that 
ing} delong to him, with food — and 
| competent, though perhaps ſomewhar 
n Sad alſo os Srech humſelſe and his, 
vn warme clothing, though neither of 
dl | befineft nor in the faſhion ; if his deſwes 
bee not here ſtay themſelues, but flillery 
inne, mote, this man is couetous, this 
J ine is couetouſnes. He that would haue 
nore then hee hath, having that which 

thy | Kill ſuffice for his honeſt maintenance, 
x laugh not in ſuch gay and frolick man- 
Wasmsficih deſireth, this is the chue- 

n Res man. And ſo the word that is vſed by 
ut Chriſt, 


0 A caneatfor the conetony. 

Chriſt fignifies,viz.an haning diſpolkk | gi 
when — ſo longeth for — 25 
hath, that he is ſlill readie to take, ( | ford: 
cannot but follow) more then he ſhoul | wot 
haue. For couetouſnes and true contews | ones 
ment, are one oppoſite to the other, #[yelt 
night and day, white and blackandthai}mou 
fore we may wel know what ce 1 
is, by the contrarietie which it hach ui Acta 
true contentment. Now the Apoſtle doi Het 
deſcribe true contentmẽt in theſe termeghhe,v 


r. Tim. 6.8 ſaying, If me haue food and couering lun ut, 
be 22 or ſatisfied with theſe, 7. } foe 


count that euen ſufficient. Theſe bee ov 
bounds which the holy Ghoſt hath mak | the c 
to hem and keepe in the ynrulic defird|fn 2 
of men in reſpe& of outward things nd 
it were wild bucks within a pale orpat ay 
Now if the wiſhes will not bee ange 

within theſe liſts and limits, but brea dem 
through them, or leape ouer them, tofu] cc 
a larger walke, it cannot be denied f fuel 
the wh of couetouſneſſe is commited | |znf 
For the deſire that is inordinate, isthis AI 
that Chriſt forbids, and it is then inor® alloy 
nate,when it exceeds the rule, order, and | ome 
precincts that God hath ſet and appoi | fiel 
ted for it, which are, to thinke the — es 
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ts | things cnough(and ſtop themſelues from 
tk | faying any further) when they will af- 
ird meate, drink and cloath, ſufficient to 
al | orenc nature in it moderate vſeʒto keep 
a [ones ſelſe out of debt, and fo bring him 
nel to heauen, his iournies end:as it were. 
aough money to beare his charges in his 

vvell cowards God. Now if any man ob- 
xc againſt this and fay, if couetouſneſſe 
bee that which you haue deſcribed it to 
e xhere will you find a man that hath it 
nent, xhere can one be brought quite free 
I-”. nr 
tem it? To this queſtion Imuſt auſwere: 
doo where, not vnder heauen, not within 
de compaſſe of the whole earth; for this 
in| 2s well as other is bred in our nature, 
ud cleaues as faſt to the ſoule of euery 
Ei inof Adam, as his skin to his fleſh. Why? 
ea may ſome man further obiect, is eue- 
deman then ſubiect to thoſe enormous 
and hideous curſes, which you be- 
kre ſhewed to follow vpon couetouſnesꝰ 
lafwer:In no ſort, but alone thoſe men 
hom this finne is ſuffered to be with 
lowance, is yeelded to, and followed.In 
kmemen (as I ſhewed you before) this 
leis as a ſoueraigne Lord: in others it 
les nder ambition, and Fenn 
0 0 


; : 
N 


vi 


ie Keen 
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both thoſe, all the bad effects f 
fore will certainely follow, all thech] 
denounced are to — theſe ſorts oft pdt 
certainly due. In other ſome it isa hc. 
welcome gueſt that intrudes himſelſeghj,.: 
is like a bad tenant that is often v 
to goe out, and will rake no warning A 
not ſuffered to haue command, bu ii 
ſtriuen againſt, reſiſted, complained Aas 
and hath many a ſupplication put vp, ſi 
many a ſuit commenced againſt it, ui 
Court of heauen, for vſurping in ano 
mans right. To ſuch it is exceeding cui 
berſome and tedious, and doth chem ii ae 
nellous much annojance, but yet itall pelc 
neither produce thoſe vile effects, mt 
bring in thoſe horrible curſes, Ina wa 
ſome haue it, and doe beware and tit} 
heed efir,as a diſeaſe that is applied | 
medicines, Theſe it molefts, but kilsnd 
Others haue it, and never ſuſpect, feat 
nor take heed of it, as a diſeaſe that am 
careleſſely lets goe without mediciningi 
to theſe it is not ſs toileſome, but nia 
dangerous; for ir ſlaies their foule, . 
bringing forth thoſe bad fruits before 
med. And thus as plaineſy as Icomd,} 


a 
Go 
f 
wn 


haue ſhewed you at couetouſt 


4 
1 
- 
4! 
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yery nature of it, conſideted without 
a «of the degrees thereof, 
No I come to ſhewyou the markes The ſignes 
od tokens of it (which vs the ſecond of it. 
bing Ipromiſed, to the end men might 
bow themſclues) by which a man may 
io ſee in what meaſure or degree this 
il isinhim; for if theſe things be found 
Mg bis life, rarely and ſeldome, then couet- 
Cf afvcshath ſome ſecret and vnknowne 
Idowance, through the deceitfulneſſe of 
beaꝛt, but it is not wittingly and wil. 
Willy maintained: if they do appeare of- 
oon and ordinarily, then couetouſneſſe 
wes there, and is by him fauoured,loued, 


: 


xlded vnto,and obeyed; it is lord of his 

Ne, though perhaps he be ſo full of hy- 
G griſie as not to ſee or conſeſſe it. And 
, | | ed it is a thing very needfull to ſhew 
bei tignes plainly, becauſe, hen out of 
dae euill will we cenſure other men, we 
al chem extreamly couetous, vpon thoſe 
n gounds which will beare no ſuch accu- 
on. As namely, if they be painefull in 
a nge, they haue more dealings 
Asche world then our ſelues, if they will 
#1 giue at what time we would haue 
ce ot ſuch like. But when in our fond 


7 N ſelfe. 
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felfe-loue we are to ſpeake of ourſlug leet 
we will not dare to conclude, that eg la 
very couetoug, no not vpon the ſomu dot 
grounds and ſureſt proofes. 26 f 
To returne therfore to the point. Il 1 | 
be foure ſure and infallible fignes Asi f 
markes of this vice, which do as cer lau 
toue it to be in the ſoule, as rheyelloyſtnd 
airein the Law did the leproſie, andyhtis 
r.Cacking. the carbuncle doth the plague, The fl 
of theſe is carking and caring, whichiſdta 
note moſt eaſily ſeene and felt in mengi{Wii 
lower place; for as ſome diſeaſes haylm/ 
their divers fignes, in diuers continu 
ons, ſo haue alſo fins in divers condi 
ons and eſtates, diuers markes to knowhie 
them by. Now this carking is for mena@a 
meaner eſtate, principally to trie ten 
ſelues by. He that Joth grieve and mole 
himſelfe for the ſeare of want and miſem ee 
to cone hereafter(for that is a proper d 
ſcription of carking, it is ſorrowconcevier 
wed! vpon the doubt and ſuſpition oftha ron 


need that may come) the man, I ſay, daft 
doth ſo vex and trouble himſelſe, is in that 
ce couetous that thus grieued. fo pe 
the affections of our heart, are in theit e o 
uerall working ſo ioyned and linked ft 
gel) 
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leader, that che working of ſome wil not 
l penre, but ypon the precedent warking 
ld ocher. No man can inordinately ſorrow 

ler feare of wanting that in the future 
lee, which he doth not inordinately de- 
er for the preſent time. And for this 
eue our Sauiour Chrift, where he in- 
lophends to ouerthro couetouſnes, both in 
les Chapter, in the ſequell of his ſpeech, 
oho in Matth. 6. falles vpon the matter 
fdtarking,and dwelleth much vpon that, Matth. f. 
val wg: Care not what you ſhall eatr, what 25.34 
hall drinke, and what you ſhall put on : 
uikjudafter, care not for romorror;bringing 
a many reaſons to that purpole, as 
dell ſeeing, that this ſin and couetouſnes 
odjedwaies go hand in hand (n the poo- 
en xſort chiefly, and ſometimes alſo in the 
da eilchie) & that thoſe arguments which 
of force to beat downe the one are fit 
al able to ſubdue the other too. And 
oereſore alſo in the Parable, he cals co- 
da ſerouſneſſe by the very name of the cares 
A ihn world : becauſe whereſocuer it is 
wine, there it doth incumber the heart, 
fa eo peſter it vp with a throng and multi- 
re of moſt noyſome carkings. So then, 
Ita man doe find himſclfe to ſand fo 
het, | diſpoſed 
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diſpoſed in mind, that hauining tui it 
for the preſent time, yet he dochem 
his heart, breake his leo diſquietha ] ud 
ſelfe, and turne into gaule, that cu 
which he might haue in his life, buy} 


roſitable and ouer-reaching tho 


fulnes: Ah how ſhall I do, if a deep 
come? how, if I have ſo many child 
how, if I liue till I be ſo old, ot ti 

lame or blind? ſure I ſhall ſpendalljf 

conſume all, I ſhall be vndone, I ſtull 

a begger, and come to great want ai 
tremitie, and ſuch like terrible drei de 
if any man, I ſay, ſtand thus affected i 
things do moſt rankly ſauour of c 
ouſneſſe : this vice playes the Lord It 
Tyrant in that mans foute; When hetllp 
is not aſſured of life till to morrow ( 
that ought to be readie to depart th 
before to morrow) will thus turmosf 
himſelfe with fruitlefſe and vnproſiul⸗ 
feare, about that which his dreaminf /n 
conceit tels him may befall, many 1% 
nay many a yeere after, (fo not ſuffemſ i! 
himſelſe to be free from a burthen, wa 
he may, becauſe hefeares he ſnalluoth 
free when he would) this man is mot 


4 
| 


{| avioully and violently couetous, and ſo 
| aut know himſelfe to be, whether he be 
nl h or poote. ; 
* * A ſecond note of couetouſnes, is nig- 2. Nigar- 
i} eardiſe, which is the fault that Sal- diſc. 
points out, when he ſaith; He they Prou. r. 
nb more then is fit. When a man is ſo 
auer-<charic of his wealth that he canaot 
graine to be diminiſhed from the 


I 


ire e : when he 
nar] herpe: — feed his e an 
ess his money to looke ypon : this is a 
d ptoceedeth — deſire of 
l entthly things ouer much, and doth plainy 
tal tydeclare an exceſſe of that humor. This 
be wiſe man ſetteth out, when he ſaith; 
n cuil ſcene under the Srenne, g Eeeleſ. 6. 


l en co hom God harb gizen riches and 1.2. 
L. es, but ha bath northepolver to eate 
in| This neeteneſſe, and unmoderate 
in| ing, ſbewerh that a mans ſoule hath 
| thedropfie: and that not alone when it 
lk ch to uch entremiie, aa a man will 


N Ly 
4 ' 
5 em, and ſeruants, ofthoſe 


4 
| 
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ioy,buteuen thenalſo,when a man id 
ching towards the poore, and ſo cla id 
fiſted, that he will not part with a fn gw 
his ſubſtance for the reliefe of tho[hete 
which are in need and neceſfitie, byhig|yery 

(which is indeed the true end, why Cu Ache 
giues to ene man more abundance, to ia 
other leſſe) euen this hardneſſe, I., Aae 
the poore and needy, doth proue aue 
to be very dangerouſly couetous, thou. 
he do neuer ſo liberally (yea and pet 
over-liberally) beſtow vpon himſelſe; un 
Which wee haue a cleete prooſe in MIA. 
1. oh. 3. 17. words of the Apoſtle, that faith ; Whyelmd 
wer bath this worlds goods, and ſeeth Ahn 
brother want, and ſbutteth vp his compaſſn * 
from him, hom dwelleth the loue of Haff, 
him? That man, you ſee, that is ſo maul 
giuen to hold and keepe, as whenGilltere! 
cals for it to releeue the diſtreſſed (comjyſto 
ming as it were to botrow, in and Ne 
them) he will ſay him nay, and turne h p 
away emptie, or poorely ſerued, thelow xe 
of God doth not dwel in that man 2 
ſoeuer ſhew he may make) and iberſ i 
conſequeutly, the loue of this worldbulſhere 
taken vp the holt of his heart. I doens [7 
meane (neitherdoth the 2 Fan 


Wer 
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i which giues not to euery vagrant rogue, 
ls egger which comes to his doore, 
id umeetes him in the way, may preſently 
he tearmed owning and couetous: Nay, 
— wo ſorts 3 
* i handcroll ing them any way, 
lub brought to want, though they be la- 

ö — thriſtic) and the<ivels poore 
hr mn whom theit-owne idleneſſe, rior, 
wdfofull courſes haue ſorcedneceſſity.) 

y for theſe laſt( vnleſſe they Killſertle 
nſelues to labour, and live honeſtly) 
should be relieued with pugiſhment 
Ae and helped out of their 
not maintained in it, by abuſiue mer« 
r rather fogliſh pitie. But the former 

t of men ate thoſe, whoſe caſe we 
uld pitie and tender as our owne, and 
refore both open our heatts in com- 
[ykon, and our putſes, according-to our 
byſharcr in liberalitie, to ſuccour and 0 
ihem. Gods poore muſt haue Gods 
ot [unes;and ſor thoſe that in ſuch caſes can 


| 2 ing, and trudging away, not ex- 


4 


their charitable contribution, to 
Perefreſning of their bowels, and com- 
| d beit hearts that are preſſed with 


em: they mult either giue the Apofile 
d ker a 2 m_ 


g& Aan for the conetiin. 

the lie, or conſeſſe, that the louet 
world hath choaked the loue of Ou 
of their neiphbour, in them. aw 
ſoeuer anꝝ needfull thing doth rium 
to be at colt and expence eld 
for the traintenance of Gods wor er w 


* 


of 
2 du 
figne of an heart diſpoſed Yiharſe 
wards earthly things. He that ihne 
ſelſe overcharged by ſuch erpe nee 
certainly ouetebarged with worldli 
As he is prodigall that ſpends ue 
diuell and his luſts call for it, fo be is 
vetous, that ſpares when God and N 
vſes call ſor ie. ec 
. 3. Too © The third nete of cbuetouſbet, f 
— reorder ene 
* es, and do ecute (TINY WG 

the vod. f res ouer eagerly. When 2 man fi | 
that fmine which Salemom forbids fai 
that he hath caſt his eĩes vpon that a 

is nothing, that is, ſer his deſires 
trogly pon theſe out wurd vunitie 


wi 
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no the ſubſtance in them. If any 


thatbids vs vſe this world as if we vſed it 
Whetzand fal to ſuch immoderatenes in his 
jel; ——— erm ms. 
world to or:it is an vnqueſti- 
docs! — hedefrrebibiogacd this 
d worte then he ſhould do 
mans buſines is ouer plentiſul and ex- 
ve, when the iuultitude thereof doth 
——— 
[forming of all or an 

appointed b 45 — 
his owne, or his families foules. For 
Lord hath man of two 
, the one a body, (which is fading 
cmortall, to liue — dates 
acken yeeld to — of death and 
corruption) the other a ſoule, (incor- 
0 —— — 
nat ſuffer corruption). And the Lords 
la, that a man living here in the body, 
Id make all car wiſe and godlie 
bon for his ſoule, that that depar- 
hence out of the bodie, may not bee 
into the corments of v 
(which are for ſuch as in 
lte vſe not all good diligence to eſ- 
18 C3 cape 


- . 


vn forget the rule of the Apoſtle Pax, l. Cor. y. it 
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cape them) but may rather enloyitsp Ahe 


tion in that everlaſting and vnſpeakeiii 4 
blifle, which is alſo made readie fol Gutt 
them that do conſtantly and with ho a. 
hearts vſe the meanes toattainethe ſud ©. 
And the meanes of attaining this hay ſcat 
nes, are faith and repentance, and H 6* 
continuall encreaſe of theſe grace 
praying, reading, and meditating ini 
word, and good conference daily; ui, 
hearing the word preached when och 0 
on is offered, and ſanctifying vnto u 1 
Lord for theſevſes euery ſeuenth d x a 
the former of theſe, are to the ſoue 
him that bath a true living ſoule, f l 
may fo tearme them) daily repaſts I”! 
meales, wherewith his inward many,” 
ſtrengthened and refreſhed, grog 
daily from grace to grace: the lattet i 
is, the celebration ofthe Sabbath, is#J7 
may ſay, a ſolemne feaſt day, anda gm = 
banquet for the ſoule, wherein all bot 
labours ſo farre as mercie, neceſſiiie te 
comelines will permit, being ſet apa 
ſoule ſhould haue libertie after a mt ba 
then ordinarie manner, to ſolace nd bi 
light it ſelſe in God, and feedvoulth)® 
iſt,inthe ward and Sacraments, 
os! 
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ber holy exerciſes, that it may grow fat, 
and well liking in all graces, and chieflic 
ich and repentance, the two principal 
ul graces- 
Aud this laſt duty (Imeane the ſancti- 
ok {cation of the ſeuenth day) whoſoeuer 
toes about to make meerely ceremonial, 

&-gronely politicall (depending vpon the 
vill and ordination of the Church not of 
od immediately) ſhall ſhew himſelfe 
: exceeding iniurious to the morall law; 
udby breaking or taking away one of 

boſe ten linkes wherewith it drawes vs 
{i forward to all obedience, ſhall vtterly 
wi weaken and fruſtrate the power of the 
t alſo. For if that which was ſpoken by 
he ame mouth, at the ſame time, to the 
4 ame hearers, in the ſame manner that the 
et: as alſo written in the ſame tables of 
ne, deliuered by the ſame hand to the 
| lame man, to be kept in the ſame arke 
ar the reſt; haue not the ſame authori- 
be, as large, as powerfull, as laſting, as du- 
able as the reſt, what is there y can win 
| fquall autority to two lawes? And if the 
A Whoritie of all be the ſame, doth he not 
@l aftdowne all, that will abrogate one? or 
1 ben any man ſeparate thoſe things that 
:-1 C 4 God 


40 Acaneat for theconnom, } 
God hath joyned together? Neicherh l gg 
deed were it more Chriſtian liberty, (ba 
our beſt liberty is the ſeruice of God hifa 
be bound in canſcience therto,is the iu 
freedom, ſeeing our harts are knownwhy(dhily 
ſo carnall, that( were it not ſor this bon dai 
we ſhould euen drowne our ſelues ini loch 
thoughts and affaires of the world, ti uuf 
giue one day of an hundred to the La det 
and to our owne ſaluation wholly adi Ng t 
tirely.) This were not, I ſay, more Chili dan 
an libertie, but more licentiouſnes du iat 
had the Iewes, that it ſhould be leſt n 
very mans choice, whether bee wolf hen 
yeeld vnto the Lord each ſeuench df 
yea or no: and this whoſoeuer doth ti wie 
to himſclfe ſhall find a very ſlow gre 
not an veter decay, of the ſand 
graces of Gods ſpirit, whatſoeuer rumiſ et 
and diſputatiue knowledge he my ter, 
to make any thing ſeeme lawful or ini ftes 
ferent, that his ynſound iudgement#| 
corrupt affections would haue to bees |Ris 
efteemed . 1 
Now theſe being the meanes of C | nea 
owne ordaining to attaine ſound gna | ad: 
here, and oy eye to pr Ju 
feade, and itate, —_— Tea. 


bah he chat doth 
emily with out ward b 
il not leiſure daily to perfarme the 
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nd weekely to ſanctiſie the Sabe 
ſurcharge himſelf or 
s; that he 


y duties, and weekely, that weekelie 
| in ſuch conſcion ſort as God 
at his hands, ſor a purpoſe ſo 
table and moſt excellent: cannot de» 
at he loues the world too much, bee 


As that hee ſeekes nor, (as Chriſt com» 


— 
au affoord; and leauing that which is 


is) firſtthe ki dome of heauen, but 


ings that this earth 


femveand properend of his heing here, 
ly, to get grace and faluation) im- 


ies hicnſelfe roo much about that 


# 


4 
q 


h-was but a ſecondary end, and to 
— * the way, o faras mi 
| to the: former, and no ſur- 
her, man will yeeld, chat he de- 
ben earthly things ino , which 
deres them more theneternall life :and 
Ris ascertaine, that hee rather wiſheth 
malth then eternal life, which ſuffers the 
meancs of attaining chat, to ſhoulder out 
nerclude quite, or elſe driue into a ve- 
narrow corner, and ſmall roome, the 


* attaining this; for the defires 


rule 


G2 Act for tbe c“, 
rule the actions, and that a man lone | wart 
moſt for, which he moſt labousm ſon I yin; 
he that ſuffers hawkes, hounds and wl gors 
— h in themſelues lawſull)-paſting 55 
o to deuour his time, that he hathff phi 
or no leiſure for. the performing oſ x dhe 
forementioned religious duties; ih fili. 
uicted before all vnpartial Iudges, tobe an 
louer of pleaſure more then a loua i 
God: So he that ſuffers buying, ſelling] y6r 
bargaining, reckoning, raving i] of 
any ſuch buſineſſe (lawfull in it ſelte; by 
vnlawfull in the immoderate vie ofit)vl hilt 
rob him of leiſure for the ſame exercily] wed 
mult needs be condemned to loue weld] toni 
more then God, by the verdict off ſhec 
man that will ſpeake the truth, accerdiy] hee 
to his conſcience, And therefore beriſ due 
noted as a ſure rule, that every min ti the, 
that meaſure couetous, that ouer-wotls| ty t 
ſome & laborious about — oba 
and in thatmeaſure ouer-laborious, Wl] t 
he ſuffers the plentie of theſe things u 
withdraw him from the conſcionals| the 
conſtant, and holy performing ofbettt] it 
dea 
| 
ue 
bi 


things, tending more directly to a bem 

life. | 74 

Now followes the laſt note of com 
roulnelt 


ö 
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in wiſheſſe, and that is vniuſtice, or the 


ealth. For muſt it not needs be yeel. fl 

- that hee defires wealth too much, 
ad will dig to hell, and fall downeto 
a de chuell for it? And what elſe is it, buta 
2 to the diuell for it; when 
n doth put the regard of obedience 
of charity to his neighbour, of 
tie in himſclfe, behind the reſpect 
— his eſtateꝰto al vhich things, 
he not mani ſeſtly prefer money that 
uu doe wrong to winne it? God forbids 
U — honefly,and euery mans 
n torſeience forbids it, only the diuell and 
command it : Is he not worthie to 
al becales a'mony-ſlaue,and a ſlaue to the 
ell divell,chat will diſobay all theſe, to ſerue 
ral thedefire of being rich? for is not eue- 
iy man his ſeruant to whom hee doth 
* doth he not obay lucre abieR- 
120 will rebell againſt the . 
and the conſtience- his officer, for 


| 


Pfarre forth couetous as vniuſt in his © 
Gealin 

Now all thoſe practiſes are yniuſt and 
1 mequall,which benotcohformeable, t to 


— 


4 jv of injurious and indirect meanes to 4 — 


theſethings ſakeꝰ So then euery man is 1. In gene- 


Act fer theconntent; 
two generall rules ſet do wne in ſcriph 
—— we might ſquare out 
particular actions. The firſt is, to di 
euery man as we would haue him dee 
to vs. Not as wee out of our diſordallh 
| and diſtempered paſſions would fell! 
Mart. 13, times be, ſometimes oncly ſay we 
bee, content to haue another deale 
Vs; ſo we may deale with them: bu i 
in the true ſentence of our iudgemi 
— vpon due and deliberate i 
ion of the things wee won 
prooue of being done to vs, that wen 
doe to eur neighbours, ſo that what 
ver thing a man would condemneii 
iudgement, not in his paſſions, being 
ſered to himſelſe, that is wrong andi 
quitie, if he offer it to another. 
Gal. 5.13. The ſecond rule is, to ſerus aach wh 
1. Cor. 13. 5 in lone : for lowe ſcelęs not it owne thing 
meaning onely without regard of 
ther, but doth ſo equally & indifferer 
conſider another with it ſelſ. chat it 
not profit it ſelfe with his endamm 
ment. Therfore whoſoeuer is whollyp# 
ſeſſed with ſelfe-regards,and hath hie 
ſo fixed vpon his own aduantage, thi(itÞ 
cannot lool ypon another man 
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regard of him; this man in all ſuch 
ings walkes iniuriouſly, becauſe n- 
l beritablie, and ſhall bee condemned 
lo d ough not by the ſtrict la of humane 
ace, yet by the perfect rule of Chriſti· 
chai) or a wrong-doer. 'And 
two rules wiſely applied to each 
aQion, it will be eaſie to Hie out 
¶vaſtice, though ir hide it ſelſe nder ne- 
do faire and colourable pretexts. Bue 
ve hall not haue ſufficientlyprefſed this 
We, if we deale with it alone in ſeach ge- 
terall tearmes; wherefore it is our pur- 
ee co ſpenke more particularly thereof, z. Taper 
uu leauing theſe practiſes thut are ofall ear of - 
condemned as odiovs and vile, and nch wie 
la n cied alone by the vileſt men in cor · und. 
en and in darkeneſle (ſuch as are ſtea 
u, tobbing, forgerie, and all manner 
wal dſcouſenage, ſo termed:) we will ſpeake 
{ thoſe which haue been m the 
a world viſually, with more applauſe and in 
wh] HieSun-ſhine;yea and ſotne of them per. 
[1 ups alſo defended, as if they did not de. 
| fave the eenſute of vniuſtice. And be- 
| aſe the things de many wheteof wee 
the [mt ipeake, we will ranke chern into 
F ads (according to the nature 
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of the ſubiects in whom they be mos 
ten found)for the reliefe of our oui ſ 
your memories, Some wrongſull adiaghtwo 
_ therfore are found in miniſters. of iuſtigyſihat 
ſome in miniſters of the Goſpell, ſongighhi 
tradeſ-men, ſome in land- lords, fomeight 
all men without reſpect of their ſeuti o 
callingsz of all which, we will ſpeak ſong 
What in order, and bricfely, to the mii 
chat by them, euery man may @ in 
hope, cueryChriſtian man profeſling 40 
ligion will) ſearch himſelſe to the qui 
and vnparti all. it 
In Mink - Firltthen, for miniſters of juſtice, M 
ſters of lu · which name I tearme all thoſe that han 
tice, - any thing to do ia the adininiſtrationgF® 
poublike equitie) in them, vnleſſe they 
c ̃,reſull, there will be found — pit 
three notorious points of wrong thront 
the deſire of gaine. The firſt is brit . 
the receiuing of gifts, though it be fu 
the innocent, to haue hearing and iula 
For a bribe, is any gift taken by him 
hath to deale in matters of iuſſice, of h4 
which are to come vader his cenie 
whether. for matters penall or capi 
whether they be offenders, or notas 
Exod.29.8, ders, And therefore the holy Gholthwp%,: 


— 1 4 


Aut for the conetom. 47 
My forbidden to them the receiuing of 
u gift at all: and in more then one or 
in — hath cried out againſt thoſe 
Jun loue gifts, and take gifts. A gift of 
whditkind is a thing of very ill name and 
the writing of the Spirit of God, 
ost "shisdiflike and anger againſt 
ur linking the bribe-taker with the hy- 
ite, both in ſinne and 77 
jag: The congregation of the hypocrite 
A deſolate, _ fire (hall dewoure the 
wer of bribes, Iob 1 5.34-This doth euen 
were build a neſt for vniuſtice and 
hood, wherein ſhe may come with al- 
ance, hearing, and entertainment, to 
her ſuhtill and craſtie deuices and 
forthe foreſtalling of a true narrati- 
at might elſe cleere a caſe to the ful. 
files vp the eate wich the earewaxe 
ialitie, that truth cannot haue li- 
raffſftie with approbation to ſhew her 
and ſpeake for her ſelfe, vnleſſe ſhe 
golden earepicke firſt. And thetſore 
himſelfe ſaith,” That ir blindetb the 
ſebe wiſe : let a man haue neuer ſo 
ail and knowledge in the law and 
of luſtice, if he ſuffer this duſt of a 
baer, o be ſcattered in the eyes of his 
a iudge- 


| 
: 


Exod. 23. 8. 


33 of — — | 
udp dpement, this will ſurely 5 
wer will (as I may ſay) water 
and grow worſe and work 
lengch he can ſee nothing, bu 
as blind as a mole or bat. And 
chivkind of gaine muſt neden qo 
count, be as tiolne hepe 
receiuing the ſame, bath no mag 
right or intereſt inro it. For Thel 
vine Yikes it be fee; he hd In 
of the Magiſtrate; he f 
— heard aud ſentenced at 
ueh for his innocencie ſake, d 
nothing. If the Mag | 
um to bee nocent; a world 0 0 
mould not keep his ſin from being 
knowne; and puaiſhed. Iſcke 
do not yet know either His it 
fultimes: he ſhould not make f 
blind with a blinding gift, 
comets lodke (the ouſt; A I 


e chat the will of the þ 
dees Mind es, | 


eaſe; he muſt know himſelfe ce 

ved in [5 thinkit For ie ic nota} 
voluntarie will, but forced; be 
knowes the humor ofthe man co 
Hache will not do right vile e 


Aer for the c. 49 
o k. Even as a man is willing rather 
ge his purſe, to the purſe - taker, then 
his life orlim:fo is he to giue a 
be to the bribe-taker, rather then ad- 
ure his cauſe. And therefore I dare 
ach ſay (and the God of heauen will 
lite my words at the laſt day) that a 
eee hach as much true right to the mo- 
cache takes by the high way, as the 
rate to the gift that he rakes even 
the innocent partie for. a day of hea- 
gor the like: yea though it come not 
wediatly vnto his owne hands, but be 
ben to the wife, or ſonne, or ſeruant, or 
a by his appointment vr allowance; 
, ſich is but a little morecleanly conuey- 
Keofz bribe. Should Iuſtice be made 
u backney, that ſtirs not out of doores 
or hire, or as a mercenarie ſouldier, 
twill not draw his ſword but for his 
NA ſecond thin ran” to this « 2, — 
gs peruerting of luſtice for a reward, ting iuſti 
ich is a ching Gfſcrenc from the for. or reward, 
t; for a man may bee ſaid to rake a 
we, though he nally tin ſearence, and. 
lifticefor it: but this that I ſpeake is 
te, when a man will go againſt equi- 
or wages ſake, and this the Scripture 
D doth 
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doth alſo plentifully condemne in m 
2 If the Iudge for ſomething tha 


e hath alrcadie receiued, or hath coue . 
nanted, or hopes to receiue hereafter, fog! 
him or any by his procurement, will ful 


4 
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for 


a knot in a ruſh, and condemne the cauſe {þ 
which hee ſhould maintaine, but main- 


taine that which he ſhould condemne; 


or if thoſe that are to plead and declare + 


matters in that truth which they ſee in 


them, will, for an ouer-· abundant ſee, ſet 1 


a faire colour vpon a falſe cauſe, and pai : 
e 


ouer a lie with ſhewes, that it may 
truth, (as by concealement of ſome cit. 
cumſtances and the like) to delude right 
(which is, to call euill good, and goode- 
vill; light darkenes, and darkenes light; 


* 
N 


a thing that the holy Ghoſt cries wo vÞ» nt 
on, M hatſoeuer the wit of a couetous man | 
can ſay, to make it ſeeme lawful)or when, |, 
other officers that haue the execution, ot |, 


of money find out delayes and ſhifts,and 
deuices, (as ſor example, fruſtrating ot 
changing the order or decree, in ſetting 
it downe, and twentie ſuch other waies 
that I know not, but their conſcience 
can tell of that practiſe them, nd Gay 


helping to execute orders, will for apiece % 


* 
1 
* 
1 
» 


. 
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144 . all to ſhield and defend the 
p doer from the verdict that equitie 
© | bo d againſt him; theſe, and euery 
ot * hef iſes, ro peruert iudgement | 
a —— ſake, are notorious and 
e wrongs, and ſuch as every man 
N- ney condernne and abhorre, if they 
4 re offered to himſelſe. 
332 this kind is that fault, - 
h [ſhall not be thought ouer bold in re- 
et aing ſo plaine a finne) which is too 
= ſx Yall in u Eedeſiaflica courts, and is com- 
Me bonly called commuting of penance, 
den a man that hath o nded the con- 
4 prgation by ſome publike crime (by the 
& 12 like — ement whereof, he 
t; Japht doth to farther and witnes hisre- 
P> Jxntance, for the ſatisfaction of the ref) 
n fall for a ſumme of money find this fa- 
that his cauſe ſhall be ſhufled vp in 
at. Jin echamber,and before a few, and 
& [hallſhal be quiet and huſhr:this is foule 
a 0 tf think is cathing elſe but to make 
ar ß cawſey for ſinne to paſſe through 
84 world vpon it drie ſnodi Fot who wil 
ake his full libertie in ſinni . if that 
| ür on his wealth will beare him out 
d e. D 2 A 
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3. Extot® A third action of yniuſtice ib ſuch; id | | 
— extortion, which alſo the lawes of the | 
Land do forbid. When he that hath h * 
allowance allotted him for his paines, i E. 
ſuch meaſure as is thought by the 
——— alſo he may eye * 
fully and iulſtly take, fo that he 16 
his dutie for it)whe ſuch one, I ſay, wil do | 
nothing,or as good as nothing, wits F 
this ſee bee doubled, or perhaps N 
or perhaps will rake fees ea bech k 
one to ſpeake, another to hold his peaci . 
or ſpeake nothing to the purpoſe; thus 
vile vniuſt dealing, the eye of nature 
ſee it, the eye of grace can abhorre ir,tt 
is to take that which is none of or 
owne. If any preſent, haue or do offend J! 
theſe or any of theſe points, or an inet 
theſe, beitknowne to him, that = 
vniuſtly and couetouſly,andtheſe ai 
ſhall — before God and the we 
atthelaſt wn and witneſſe 2 
ſaying; thou diddeſt harbour this ce 
ouſneſſe which Chriſt condemnes, 
art the couetous man which the Script 
faith cannot go to heaven. 9 
ln Mini- Now come we to ſuch vniuſtice a8 * 
lern. found in Miniſters of the Goſpel, e To 
I p 
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A canvat for the conetons, 3 
nitdeſſe of their couetouſnoſſe, for God 
d man would ery ſhame vpon vs for 

ie, if wee ſhould not taxe this 
inmen of our owne coate, as well 
denen ſceing all the world can te- 

that it finds harbour in them alſo. 
* firſt finfull and vniuſt courſe v- 1. Simony. 
b wy is called Simonie. 
— uies a Church- liuing, hee 
3 hirnſelfe to ſerue — in 
** not Cod, becauſe hee comes in 
er by the helpe of money, then by 
de of God. And not alone is 
n finne then committed, when men 
5p bunglers in managing their 
s, that the law will catch hold of 
but then alſo when there is art 
ing, and as we ſay, ctaft in daubing, 
* a the mas that is defrous of liuing, 
. thnot come with a downeright bar. 
me.for feare of law: nor ſaies; Sir, if 
— and belpe me to 
4 2 benefice or promotion, I will giue 
blo muchmoney,or yeeldyou,or your 
ger ſon, or your ſeruant or friend, ſo 
h f — out of it, and ſo foorth: 
Ein great good wil (to his owne 
u I meane, not to the patron) 
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54 Act for thy conetowr. | 
will ſend him ſome good gift: or elſe in by 
ood earneſt will lay ſome wager wich bon 
Fi, purpoſing to loſe the wager rather | 
then not winde the liuing: ar elfe will Þ 
bim too good a peniworth in ſome thing 
taking farre leſſe then it is worth, orbuj 
ſomething of him, for much more thenit [* 
is worth: or vſe any ſuch like tricks to de 
lude law, and coſen cquitie:: theſe d 
vices bee alſo fimony, as odious intruk I 
as the moſt plaine kind of bargaine tha t 
can bee made; vnder which ranke alia * 
comes for the moſt part, that vſual court 7* 
of buying aduowſons : for he that buiet He 
mult ſell, that euery man knowes, or eli IA P. 
hee muſt liue by cheloſſe hich men af 
this ſtampe: will ſeldome or neuer doe i 
they can chuſe. And in this fault, the ps 0 , 
tron hath as great a ſhare as the minittey Al 
yea and greater too; becauſe the fours? 
taine ofthe ſault is in hinyfor if he wou 
giue freely, no man need to buy it,audbeF 
ould +: able to diſcerne that __ 6 - 
ueteus harpye, as is williog to pay for iu. 
were in * the 4 New | y 
fore ſhould: in no ſort beſtow it vy 
him, much leſſe ſet it to ſale to him; bei 
chat the lawes haue committed this cu 
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- T tphischarge, not that he ſhopld make a 
tommoditie of it, for then it had bin fit- 
r to giue it vnto poorer men, whoſe low 
{be did require to bee filled vp by ſuch 
helps, and not as it is commonly to the 
Au of the places, whoſe revenues if 
bey were not 1 either couetous, or 
age might well ſuffice them: the 
nes, I ay, haue laid the care of preſen- 
ung a fit man, vpon him, not becauſe hee 
+ be dpaſſe it ouer to another for mony, 
i ebimſelſe make a gaine of it;but becauſe 
& [ſhould doe faithful and profitable ſer- 
ute vnto the Church & common-weale, 
I providing a man of good parts and 


— 
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7 


nes, 
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36 Acaueat for the conetous, | 
nes,or difabilitie, doe ſeldome or neuet ub 
driue the of Chriſt, to the greene 
paſtures, and fill waters that he hath pro- uit 
vided for them, When a Miniſter hauing haue 
bur one living, (either becauſe hee is v. ut 
learned and cannot, or ſlothfull and will I an 
not, be at ſo much paines, or elſe becauſe Jyott 
hee lies in the wind to ſent out further | 
promotion, and ſo is taken vp iu other Jr 
laces about other buſines) neglecteth to: I 
ks the bread of life vnto his people qi 
conſtantly and ordinarily each Sabbath Ide C 
day:or when a miniſter raking vnto him. Mig 
ſelfe more charges then one,whichit is | 
impoſſible for him to diſcharge, leaves t 
one (or it may be two) to the blind gui · Jdthi 
dance of a ſimple fellow that can do no- 1 Ir 
thing better then the meaneſt of the pa« 4 
riſh but reade a little, and then goe with Ju, 
them to the alehouſe for company when we 
all is done. When, I ſay, ſuch a thing u fab 
this is done, it is of all the particular yn« ala 
iuſtices which I haue named, or ſhall Jab, 
name, the moſt abominable to God, and [ken 
ought to bee ſo accounted alſo amongſt Jath 
men. For the Church-liuings are 28 it Nhat 
were, the reuenues of leſus Chriſt, and his Jkitt 
endowments,to be diſpoſed by bim: and nd 
it 
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lu bis order that thoſe ſhould liue of the 
x ir not which loiter, but which labour 
uit and therefore thoſe that labour not, 

Iuue no intereſt from him to eate of the 
ut and if they preſume to doe it, the 
il Aa and fat a, | with ſtolne and il 
ſe. en goods, which though they taſte 
er {incet in the mouth ſhall prooue grauell, 
er ya worme wood, yea poiſon in the bows 
to: ſ Now the labour that the holy Ghoſt 
le Jrquires at the hand of the Miniſters of 
th {te Goſpell is apparantly ſer downe in 
wipture, that no man can without wil- 
lues be ignorant of it. Ges preach, and Rate. 28. 
Mtiſe all nations, teaching them ta abſerne 19.20, 
lthings that I haue commanded you : And 

quioe, a vnto * AA tag 90 the 1. Cor.. 16 

* Joapel : A aine, { charge re, 1 
h Nd, and befors the Lard 715 . "ng j 
n » "yy Juicke and dead at his appearance, 
u [odbic ingdome;preach the word in ſeaſon, 
elan of ſcaſon. Reprooue, ex hart, rebuke, 
nb all long ſuffering and doctrine. How 
len? once a quarter or a moneth? No. 
litbe inftant in ſcaſon, aut of ſeaſon, But 
lr is this preaching that you require? 
littoreade a few Chapters and ptayers 

there an end? Noʒbut to apraaue, re- 


buke, 


le 
is 
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58 Acancat for ibe cauetous. 
bake, exhort, with all long ſuffering aud [jane 
ctrinc. This preaching is the right inte dit 
pretation 11 application of the 8c Id ea 
tures, which Paul calleth rhe rigbt du Thai 
ding of the word of truth, as a warkmaniha Vehore 
needs not be aſhamed, when the meaning uc 
of it being cleare(|,it is applied to the ſa fy dift 
uerall vſes of the hearers by exhorting ae 

reproouing, comforting, conuincing, c Ania 
for all which it is profitable. For howſo. {erp 
euer, in ſome generall and large ſenſe, ( ape 
the heauens are ſaid to declare the plorie Fanſe 
of God) no man will denie but reading die 

chapter may be termed preaching, thats Jun o 
an open pubſlicatis of the wil of God; yet mto 1 
that reading a chapter ſhuld be that pres Ii 

ching which the apoſtle doth 2 Wal 
cal vpon Timothy to performe, and Chrilt I 

doth ſo ſtrictly inioyne his Apoſtles, and [hen 
Which indeed doth diſtin if: a miniſter Pyar j 
from another man, being lawful for none Ie 

but for him,this,Thope,noman will befo | hor 
void of common ſenſe as to affirme: for Aba 
then what need wee be at eharge to get ſ het 
men of gifts? a child of 10, or 12. yeeres t 
old might doe that euen very diftindly xen 
to che great edification of the attentive g 
hearet: neither needed there any cò man- hoo 

; dement | 
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ment to Timorhie to gidè himſclfe to 
ling, that hee might performe ſuch 
ching, for wee hope hee could reade 
ally at firſt Gght, without conning it 
te hand. Vea, the Eunuch as very a 
ice as he was in religion could make 
ſaiſtinction of theſe two, for hee could 
ade himſelf, yerhecallesfor a preacher, 
ning, How can I vnderſt and x thout aw 
pretour? This preaching then is to 
wound and applie the word: to mens 
ſciences, and is one part and that the + Tim. 2. 
fe of the Miniſters dutie, Another 15. 
 ofhis function is, to reade the word 
mo them publikely, as did the Leuites 
ſormer time, for God forbid, we ſhuld 
Willow this ſo profitable and comforta- Ax. f. zr. 
ordinance; becauſe many eontent 
hemſe lues with this alone. And another 
lat is, to pray with them, and bee as it 
re their petitioner to God in publike. 
other is, to adminiſter the ſaeraments 
X [oſdaptiſme and the Lords Supper. Ano- 
© {iter part of his dutie is, in private to ouer 
etheir waies, comforting the weake, 
tengthening the feeble, and admoniſh- 
e ng the ynruly, that ſo hee may giue a 
pod account to God for them, who wil 
require 
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require their bloud at his 
Now he that feeds vpon the _y 
doth not diligently endeauour in 
owne perſon to doe theſe things v 
Codeine him to doe, be balan 0 
rer, hee is qo. ireling, he is a timeſerting 
prophet whom the Scriptures crie c 
gainſt, hee is one that doth vſe — 
couetouſueſſe, and makes thoſe e 
which he hath diſorderly taken, nc ing * 
elſe but a cloake, vnder the ſhelter ff 
which he may fill his greedie deſire with 
wealth and promotion, ſeeing he pete 
ueth no more readie way to rife in = 
world, 

To take Gods wages, and not doe of I 
worke at all, or elſe negligently, is ag 4 * 
and a curſed wrong, and ſo much the. 
more hurtfull then other —— * 
much it doth more neerely and 
rouſly touch the ſoules of men, . 
— — thanke that is due to him)periſh 
or euer; when the ſooliſnneſſe of pres 


nd to. 
ſaue men, is not vſed by him the Miniſter, 
whom God ſets as — 5 


in truſt with ſuch a _— 2 5 ; 


ment, And ell ſuch men, A* 


I Ba, © 
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ching. the meanes of God a 
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ed of che parties periſhing through 
wo 2 at their hand, 
oe lips ſhould haue preſerued know. 
Age but did not. It behoued me to haue 
N roſtrils ſtrangely ſtopt with a poze of 
ocice, if had — cela pracu- 

o ſmor ranckly of couetouſnes, and to 
we had my mouth baſely muſled with 
Smiditic, if I had not freely 
. And therefore if any in the Mini- 
ebe preſent, that vſeth theſe courſes 
ich himſelfe by, be it knowne to his 
yea to his ſoule, that theſe finnes ſhal 
ſe defore God, with the aſſent of his 
* conſcience, and with a loud and 
Au voice, proclaime iv his eares, to his 
Pee and confuſion, if he repent not: 
n haſt harbonred this couetouſneſſe 
_ JWtChrift bids beware of, thou art the 
metous man, that canſt not inherit the 
dome of God. 

Ww let vs proceed to Tradeſ-men, 3. Tradef- 
are occupied in buying, and ſelling, men. 
Whew what ne — are inci- 
at to their place, as teſtimonies of a 
Meidly heart. b 
The principall are theſe; Firſt, to vſe — 4 
Nveigbts and meaſures, that is when and men- 
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62 _ Acaneat fortheconetomw. © 
the weights and meaſures by which the nd 
buy or ſell, either are not of the fame on: 
tent, extent and heft that the law Jug c 
quires they ſhould, and they ate by bt 
ſtome taken for: or if they be, yet thereight# * 
coſenage vſed in applying of them, / Rte 
Ne (wift cos Ib 
ucyances, that I cannot name, but mem ati. 
hearts can tell that vſe them, and ſo aii 
can the Lord that ſees the heart. Non fc 
ſuch, the light of nature loathes, and Coin 
condemnes with a woe, and faith, Falg | 
weights (and they be as bad as falſe tho 
are falſcly vſcd) are an abomination h e, 
the Lord, and he would not abhor then e 
if chey were not vniuſt. b 
2.Inſuffici=- The ſecond is, to ſei], corrupted, fal ei 
ent wares. ſophiſticated, and inſufficient wares, uch um 
as are not in qualitie as good, or in ſihe Nein 
ſtance the ſame, that the ſeller wou 
haue the buyer to take them for; which ee 
ſinne is mott giieuous in Apothecaties,Þ 
becauſe there. it may alſo haue a ſpiced 
murder mixed with vniuſtice, and fot 
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. 
fuch dealing as this, ſceing euety math, 1 
will exclaime, and grudge againſt it, been 
ingoffererohimlelte, we Will ſeekeno fed 


other prpgle but his owe coufellion, in de 0 
1 col 
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emne it in himſelfe,eſpecially ſeeing 
a plaine defrauding or circumuen- 
of ones brother, which the Apoſtle 
bid, 1. Theſſalonians 4. 6. faying : 
tht man defraud his brother in any 
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aner. 4 | 
we chird is, to engroſſe, or foreſtall, 3-Tngrofe- 
eis, to buy vp any commoditie before * 
nd, when it is, or might be cheape, to 
He forcing of a future dearth, that ſo he 
make his gaine at his pleaſure after- 
ads. It is lawfull to buy vp the ouer- 
of any commoditie (I meane the re- 
Pe, hen mens turnes are ſerued)in the 
Peofplentie, as Ioſeph did, that a man 
N baue it to helpe the common · weale 
pe time of dearth, with ſome good 
moderate gaine to himſelſe alſo; but 
Ningroſſer, in Read of laying vp the ſu- 
A cuitie of plentie, to preuent and helpe 
ich earth doth hoord vp the ſtore of plen. 
en e to procure one, hich is to cut the 
rat of the common weale for his own 
Nuntage ſake : And therefore Salomon 
Ih, His that hoords vp corne, the people 
bee eur ſe. And ſeeing the ſame reaſon is 
noÞ tings in their degree, I may ſay the 
of all, the ingroſler ſhall be accur- 


” "Ted, 
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ſg, and he could not be ſo, if he werte 1 
mmiuſt. 5 to g 
4 ros buſe A fourth thing injurious in ſuch met f odd 
the ſimpli- is, to play and prey vpon the neceſſitied All 
— — ſimplicitie of men, either in xhruſtingiſ che 
rey or thing vpon them for much, that a mu 
ſelfe knowes to be worth little; or in ga. but: 
ting a thing from them for little, which}: 
he knowes to be worth more; becuf foto 
they know not the thing, or elſe muſ{Þdish 
needs haue it, or part with it. In a wo 
any exacting of too much, or giuingt ö 0ea11 
lictle, chiefly when we abuſe the igno. he! 
rance, or the need of our neighbouruſ the! 
this end; is to ſerue ones ſelfe in elſe. f ben 
Joue, and not his brother in loue, ant} Tt 
therefore is vniuſt. Now if any ue 
how I can informe their conſciences, coꝶ Jr 
cerning the increaſing or ee andy 
the price: I will referre them to the fi 
generall rule forenamed, and wiſh then ig 
to aske as little, and offer as much ut 
themſelues, if chey were in the ſame caſe, Je 
would willingly (not by compulſion )Jwuri 
haue taken of them, or giuen to them, When, x 
things contideredin due mannerʒto dei ſpthe 
otherwiſe then fo, is to deale iniuroulſj pc 
and ynrightcouſly, the ang 
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+. The fifth inthis condition of people, is g. To gee 
to get away another mans cuſtomè by away ano- 
| odde trickes; as for example, to offer and ther mans 
a ll him a very cheape peni-worth (yea — — 
81 cheaper then can be afforded)for once or gaine- 


ul dice, which a man purpoſeth to fetch 
ut at ſome other time afterwards, when 

e hath gotten him in, and ſuch like, and 

to take another mans bargaine out of 
aa hand, is inthe ſame kind for the buy- 

Ia chat this named for the ſeller: for ſuch 
widaling no man can take in good part, 

Inhenitis done to himſelſe, and therefore 
lde law of nature and God both, do con- 
ſe. |&mne it, as naught and vnequall, 
he laſt vniuſtice in men of this condi- 6. Vſing 
le don, is to liue by wicked trades, which — 
e directly to the ſupporting of vice , 
of func ickednefle : AS — by kee- —. 
{jig dicing houſes, filthie houſes, bow- 
em ho palleyes,cockpits and ſuch like places 
4 |#helliſh reſort, which are as it were, the 
fe {Wels houſes of office: the hot and vnſa- 
wvurie Reames whereof, do prouoke hea- 
alien, and defile the world. And ſuch is al- 
aleJothe abuſe of Jawfull trades to the ſame 
lyYupoſe, as in Painters or the like, by ma- 

[wg idolatrous or filthie pictures, as fic 
be. E inſtru- 


4.In land. 
lords,as 
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inſtruments to prouoke ſpiritual or bod. 
ly fornication. So of Stationers, by ſelling 
and diſperſing filthie and laſciuious pam. 
phlets. And heere the common ſinne oſ 
Vintners and Alehouſe keepers muſt be 
ſeuerely taxed, in that they permit brutiſh 
creatures worſe then ſwine, to fit and 
ſwill, and waſhaway their reaſon and dif. 
cretion, till the houſe be made a ſinke of 
filchie vomiting : the baſenefle of which 
men, and loacthſomenefle ot which pra- 

ctiſe, no man would ſuffer within his 

doores, but that ti e ſweerneſle of gaine 

makes him ready to giue welcome to the 

blackeſt fiend of hel, that ſhal come with 

a full purſe and alauiſh hand to miſſpend 

the ſame. 

Now theſe, or all, or any of theſe if any 
Tradeſ-man preſent, vſe, be it knowneto 
him without doubling, that they ſhall all 
ſtand vp to his condemnation in the pre- 
fence of God, and crie out vpon him, ſay- 
ing; Thou doeſt entertaine this couetoul- 


nes that Chriſt forbids;thou art the coves |] 
tous man ſo much condemned in the | 
word ot God, whoſe ſoule cannot be fas | 


ued, if it ſo continue, 


And now muſt I goe on to ſpeale of. 
thoſe 


joh 
vl 
bi 
vo fc 
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* 
mit 


4 


- 


A caneat for the conetons, 67 


thoſe euils in landlords (that hauing 
much themſelues, ſet or let grounds, or 
ſuings,or houſes) which do proclaim the 
foueraighty and dominion of couetouſ- 
des in them. 


vt the requiring of more rents thẽ haue 


hene accuſtomed in former times to bee 
yd;for it is doubtles lawful to improue 
bo but I meane, lifting them to ſuch an 


The firſt is, to racke Rents, and exact 2. To racke 
moderate and exceſſiue fines, I meane tents. 


1 high & vnreaſonable rate, that the Tenãt 
e al not liue any thing confortably there- 
e ſ but in extremity of toile and want, be- 
ig forced either to vie vnlawfull ſhiftes 
ad ate nigardice, or elſe to daſhe him- 
le vpon the rocke of penurie and need. 
f Jhisis to grind the faces of the poore, 


© ud it is that ſinne of oppreſſion, ſo much Iſay 3. E 


hoken againſt, in men of chis place, by 
bods word. Now if any man aske hat 
ile may be ſet down out of ſcripture, as a 
ne direction for the prices in ſach caſes? 
j uſwere, let him ſet himſelfe in the Te- 
e ſunts place, and what he would the giue 
ſpoluntarily, not vpon conſtraint — en- 
emitie) all things laid together, accor- 
to the quautitie ot the thing, that, 

E 2 and 


8. 
fe 
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. and no more then that, muſt he take, and 
not ſuffer himſelfe to be tranſported by 
the ſweet tongue of euery flattering ſer. 
uant;and vnſatiable deſire of getting mo- 
ney, to fling away vpon his pleaſures, ot 
elſe augmenting the reuenues for the 
next heyre, He that will not make him- 
ſelfe a paterne of his dealing to othersjs 
condemned by his conſcience to deale 
not righteouſſy. 
1. The 3. fault of Land- lords is, to but- 
den che te- den and lade their tenants with carriages 
nant with and like ſeruices, more then was agreed 
carriages, ypon in the couenãt betwixt them, with- 
ben more out paying him for it as an other man 
dition, Will do. As for example, to carie ſtone and 
timber for his building, to plow land, to 
inne hey and corne, to fetch fewel ot fire- 
wood, to remoue houſhold ſtuffe, and al 
this gratis. The Land- lord may not chal. 
1 this priuiledge ouer the tenant, to 
make him worke for nothing, where hei 
not tyed by the condition of his leaſe, mj 
nor then neither, if it be vnreaſonable, 
and tend to his vndoing. For this the pro- 
phet Ieremiah durſt condemne ina king 
and therefore I need not feare to con- 
demne it in a Land- lord, of what place 


ſoeuer. 
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ſoeuer. For ſo faith he of the king of la- 
lub, [eboiachim ſonne of Ioſiah : Woe to 
him that builds his houſe by vnrighte- 
euſneſſe,and his chambers without equi- 
tie And wherein ſtood this lacke of equi- 


eue) without wages, and glues him not 
ſor his wor ke. You ſee this ſharply repre- 
bended by the Prophet long ago as void 
ofequitic, that no man may deride it as a 
wy of our one head. | 
Athird vniuſtice among Land- lords, is 
by fraud or might to depriue the tenants 
of any part of” their duries, as of ſome 
geen, or common, or wood, or ſuch like, 
tatappertaineth vnto them: this is that 
which the Prophet condemnes by the 
tame of coucting a field, and taking it by 
bree : But much more wrongfull is it, to 
put them out of all, and plant beaſts in 
bei roome. This is to wrong God, the 
unber of whoſe Saints, and the King. the 
amber of whoſe ſubiects they doe dimi- 
id. This is further to wrong themſelues 
whom they bring a curſe both o 
and men, and the world alſo, the 
teanes of whoſe maintenance they doe 
&creaſe, Who would doe all theſe foule 


B 3 wrongs 


* 


tie? He vſeth his neighbour, (or makes him ler. 22.13. 
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wrongs at once onely that hee may bet 
counted a man of greater place then were 
his predeceſſors ? Now thele courſes ſpe. 
cified, or any of the like kind if any Land- 
lord preſent accuſtome himſelfe vato;be 
itplainly fpoken vnto him allo, that theſe 
his actions; ſhall make appearance, and 
giue in euidence againſt him before the 
great Iudge, ringing this grieuous out- 
cry in his eares, and ſaying; Thine hean 
hath lodged the forbidden ſinne of coue- 
touſnes, thou alſo art that couetous man, 
that ſo continuing cannot be ſaued. 
Now it comes in the laſt place to ſet 


ſorththe leaud practiſes that are com- | 
mon to all men, without _— of their 


ſeuerall places, and theſe are foure. 
Firſt, to make deceitfull pronſiſes, or to 
breake promiſes and couenants. When | 
man lookes to his profit more then to his Jl 
truth or honeſtie; and therefore will 
make his bargaine or promiſe in ſuch ſlips 
perie or doubtfull words or manner, that 
ſtill he will find ſome euaſion to pull out 
his owne necke, when he hath made anos 


ther to ſerue his turnezasby pleading that I | 


hee meant not ſo, or ſo; or that ſuch and 
ſuch aching ſhould bee . 
. 
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that he hath forgot it, or ſuch like: albei* 
hee had wit enough to expreſſe his mea” 
ning fully, and plainely, if he had would» 
ind needed not to haucreſerued ſome- 
thing for afterclaps: yea, and hath ſuffici- 
ent memory, if he had ſufficient honeſtie 
vo beate it in mind too. But chiefly when 
he wil come to a plaine reſuſal. being de- 
ſtitute of all 115 and excuſes, this is 
monfirous vniuſtice, which the blind 
light of nature can ſee well enough and 
challenge. For an honeſt man, much more 
1Chriſtian, ſhould Rand to his Jawfull 
word, though to his owne hinderance, 
ind that according to the true meaning 
ind intent, — 2 in his promiſe, and 
nderſtood by the partie to whom it was 


nade, A ſecond notorious vniuſtice, is v. 2. Vſury. 


rie. When a man makes a gaine of len- 
ing, and binds' the partie borowing, 
without conſideration of his gaines or 
bſſes,to repay the principall with aduan- 
age, For whereas there be three ſorts of 
nen that vſe to borrow, either poore 
nen, whom neceſſitie driues to it, or vn- 
trifis, whom prodigalitie driues to it: or 
ſßeient men, that hope to make a com- 
Wditic of it: It is apparant by the con- 

E 4 feſſion 
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ſeſſion euen of thoſe that would ſeeme to 
ſay ſomewhat for this vſurie, (as if it were 
not a ſinne ſimply) that it is wicked to 
lend on vſe to the poore needy borrower, 
for God hath flatly commanded to lend 
vnto him freely; and for the vnthrift,itis 
alſo certaine that hee ſhould not bee lem 
to at all; for that is to feed his iſſue with 
ill humors, and to put a ſword into hu Fi 
hand wherewith to deſtroy himſelſe; 
and thus the vſurers moſt accuſtomed 


and preateſt gaines are cut off, Now for | di 


the third kind of men, of them to exact 
= vnconditionally, not reſpeRing | 
eir loſing or getting, is altogether + 
— the law of charitis and equitit 
oth, For the light of nature will not fuf- 
fer any to deny this principle of equitie; 
that hee which will haue part in weale, 
muſt alſo haue part in Woes; and he thut 
will diuide the ſweet, muſt alſo diuide the 
ſowre : he that will take of the good ſuc- 
ceſſe, muſt alſo rake of the bad : andthe 
light of religion will not ſuffer him that 
hath any ofit, to deny this principle of | t 
charitie ; that Chriſtians muſt ſerue one 
another in loue, and not themſelues alone 
in ſelſe · loue; both which principles are 
direct 
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realy contrary to the very trade of the 
rer, for he makes ſure for himſelſe to 
have a part only and infallibly in the pro- 
ſt and therefore ſerues himſelf alone, and 
pot alſo his brother;and for this cauſe the 
ſurer is ſet among thoſe that cannot 
come to dwell in the mountaine of God, 
which he ſhould not be, were he not vn- 
jw. So then, the vſuter whether he do it 
inely or vnder- hand, as men haue a 
thouſand policies to couer their ſinne in 
lis reſpect, muſt vndergoe the imputati- 
en of liuing by wrong and iniury. 


nes, and ſuch things as haue bin gi- 

zen for charitable vſes, and the like. Theſe 
te ſo openly euill, that I ſee not how any 
man can open his mouth with any ſhew, 
or colour, to iuſtifie them. When a man 
kill pay his hireling nothing, but keepe 
his owne from him by fraude : or put him 
eff with il words, and poſt him away from 
time to time: or make him becauſe hee is 
his tenant,&c. take one or two pence in 
iday, leſſe then others giue ; or pay him 
fry prumblingly:who could brook ſuch 
dealing, 
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Athird vniuſtice in any man, is, to with - 3. Wich- 
bold dues from thoſe to whom they be- holding 
, as debts, wages, and the goods of duet. 
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dealing, and not ſay, fie vpon it, it is ſtark lun 

ſtaring wrong ? So when a man hat Io, 

wherewithall to pay his debrs, in ſome Iwhic| 

meaſure at leaſt, and yet will breake and [lint 

not ditcharge them ſo farre as it will go, pod 

or when being a rich man, he ſends away I 

the creditour all to be rated and ſhaken Ike. 

with ill words, emptie of money, but la. Jura 

den with reuiling ſpeeches, (yea though ue, 

he haue to diſcharge it) what man doth ite 

not loath to meet with: ſuch vſage to 

himſelſe ? but chiefly when the fathers 

leſſe child or widdow haue not the portis 

on bequeathed to them, and committed 

in truſt to a friend, ſeaſonably, fully, and 

readily paid in vnto them, this eueryman Ih 

ſees tobe bad dealing. In a word, to re- 

taine any part of anothers due, is iniqui- 

Prou. . 25. tie. For Salomon hath ſaid, Hithholi na Jy 
To liue the goods from the oners thereof, 

vpõ teniha Another vniuſtice of this kind, is poſſeſ 

— » ; ſing of tenths, or church liuings, ſpecially 

— without any care, to haue the dutie of the 

the wan · miniſtery faithfully and ſufficiently di 

renance of charged. For not to ſtand vpon that ques 

Gods wor- lion, whether tenths be due by Gods lau 

** to the miniſter (which yet ij think might bn 

probably aud ſufficiently bee defended, } 

eden 


ack urn againſt a cauilling and witty obie- 


ach or, becauſe the Apoſtle ſaying, that hee Gl. .. 


me ich is taught in the word, muſt make 
ind lum that teacheth him, partaker of all his 
go, podsʒ doth thereby intereſt the miniſter 
ray uo ſome portion of his peoples ſub- 
en ke. Now ſeeing none other part was e- 
la. ſcraſſigned him, either by the law of na- 
gh ne, or tie law of God, but this, doth not 
probably at the leaſt follow, that euen 
ler the Goſpell this is his due?) but I 
not to diſpute this queſtion, wee haue 
rother reaſon to conuince apparantlie, 
tatthe tenths cannot, by that true tight 
mich will hold good in y courts of con- 
ſience, and of heauen, be detained from 
teminiltrie without ſome ful requital o- 
ter way; for whatſoeucr hath once bin 
gwen & conſecrated to the maintenance 
(Cods worſhip,and the true religion e- 
kbliſhed by him, that is inueſted into the 
ron of Cod, or intailed ynto Ieſus 
Qri(as I may ſo ſpeake) who will neuer 
ino wledge any fine, and hath this royal 
ſerogatiue aboue al kings, princes, ſtates 
d Parliaments in the world; that what- 
is once his, the ſame is alwaies his; 

« whatſocuer is giuen vnto him, can 

ncuer 


12 
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neuer be taken from him:neither is they l 
any — againſt him, ſeeing he jar 
hath neither ſuperiour, nor law abow Ih, 
him, and therefore can forfeit no right ſhe! 
that it is alwaies deſtruction wy $1 
holy things and after the vow to require, Im 
Now that theſe tithes were giuen and de. |ann 
uoted by men well diſpoſed to the main, Jietc 
tenance of the true worſhip of God,cuen [mth 
before groſſe and hereticall poperie had ſuly 
ouerclouded the Face ofthe world, is lp: 
thing that I thinke no man wil or can d [ic 
nie. Wherefore the concluſion follows [mki 
ineuitably, that they be Gods ftill, and Art 
being beſtowed any other way then in Nen 
his ſeruice to the maintenance of his true [al 
worſhip and religion, are ſacrilegiouſie [md 
taken and diuerted from 3 — ulns 
uenge the wron the robber w |, 
the — ln re caſe in yaine 15 
doe men pleade, acts of Parliamentsand I unt 
=_ of mens lawes, ſecing as I aid I ui 

efore, no law can take away Gods [joſe 
right, and it is made his or holy to him, |jeef 
Which is once deuoted to the mainte · [tat 
nance of his true worſhip and religion, I bet 
So mary therefore as ſerue themſelues | tet 
with Church- goods, deale _ an 
wi 
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ere hh God and mens ſoules, and cannot 
he ldape the blot of worldlines, if knowing 
ow lia, they reforme it not. The laſt vniu- 
ti ce that I will name as common to all 
ou 
ire, 


sof men, is gameing. Neither let the 
er except, that his riotous humor 
de. [amor come within the compaſſe of eo- 
in. Jietoufnes: for he doth therefore venture 
uen [mbrifeily, that he may get more, vnlaw- 
had fly, and his manner *; gaining is moſt 
is4 Jjupablie wrongfull, Hee takes that to 
de [which he hath no right at all that can 
we [make it his. He pleades none other title 
and lat that he won it, that is, plaid better 
ru [hen another, or perhaps not ſo, but only 
rue Jaſtthe lot more luckily; and all the wit 
ſlie nder heauẽ ca neuer ſer a colour of law - 
Iz fies vpon this plea: Imuſt haue bis mo- 
to — I plaid better then he, or thre\v 
ive [tedice more happily, If he alleage the co- 
nd [tenant betwixt him and the partie that 
aid [jkies with him, that is nothing to pure 
ods [poſe. For euery lawful couenant is the ex. 
im, vas det ſome lawfull tight that was in 
te · [ature before the couenant, as the groũd 
on. bereof, which he cannot name any; and 
ves berefore the couenant is vnlawfull, and 
lie [armor giue him law full poſſeſſion of any 
ith thing, 
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thing. If he flie to the mutuall will d Jt 
them that play, let him not vrge that wil; [gg 
but the ground of it; which is, to get an. miu 
other mans goods: and therefore it ij [{tts, 
wicked, and cannot be the foundation of Jen. 
2iuſt couenant. Indeed all will transfer. Hin 
ring right, muſt either be free-will (and ful 
then the thing ſo paſſed ouer is free pift, nde 
of which nature he wil not acknowledge 17 
the thing that he wins to be, neithercan' teha 
hee call it ſo if hee would) or elſe will j#9c! 
grounded ypon ſome lawful and equil 
conſideration, which the gameſter can» 
not for his life make ſhift to name any! 
and therefore this will chat he ſpeakes of, 
is either none or naught, and ſo he plaies 
the theefe with another, when he wins, 
with himſelſe when he loſeth. And what- t 
ſoeuer man he may be in preſence, that n 
accuſtomes to any of theſe laſt named Þ 
things, for his riches ſake, let it be certifi- | 

ed to his heart, that theſe things ſhal con- Þ 
demne him before the Lord, and lay; f 
Thou alſo doeſt yeeld to this finne ofco- Pri: 
uetouſneſſe, and thou art the couctous 
man that ſo contmuing, cannot enter into 
liſe eternal. Thus haue we at the laſt bre- F 


ihren, ſhewed you both what couetouſ- 
neſſe 
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g eile is, and the notes of it, vic. carking, 
il; [uggardice, greedines in dealing, and all 
n. [miuſtice ; whether in Magiſtrates, Mini- 
ig lers, Tradeſ-men, Land- lords, or any 
of nen. Bee you exhorted now to deale 
x [jÞinely and faithtully with yo owne 
ad {hules, and by theſe notes, ſearch, trie, 
ſi lad examine your one hearts, that you 
[ny know your owne eſtate truly in this 
20 llehalſe: and be not deceiued, God is not 
ill locked. What will it auaile thee to ſay, I 
Al lm not couetous, if God will ſay thou 
n. lu ſhal not his word and ſentence ſtandꝰ 
y! ad let this be the firſt vſe. 
f, | Secondly, let me be bold to reprooue 
es boſe men among you, that haue their 
as ſonſcienc es vpbraiding them with this 
n. Pane, by any of the forenamed ſignes. I 
at annot be thought to intend a particular 


ed ſuectiue againtt any mans perſon, my. 
fie [acquaintance with this place, and all in 
- B vill ſufficiently — me from this 
y; Pputation, ſeeing Iknow ſcarce any of 


ur faces. Nay, eloued brethren, it is 
inne that ] deſire to make odious and 


to Nefull to all men, and not any mans per- 
e- Pwhomſoeuer : and as for thoſe that 
. ot but plcad guiltie of this fault, they 


ought 
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ht to ſubmit their hearts to the ſhy} 0 
rel reprooſe, and be content by a bitte in 
medicine to be healed of a poiſonſull af. | ha 
eaſe, I know that that is very true which | hat 
Daxid ſaith ; The comet ous bleſſeth hin. | thi 

ſelfe, none more, and his hand hath got. he: 
ten wealth; no man muſt find fault with | nar 
him, that were iniquitie ; but by hoy 0 
much he is more ſparing to bmmſelt, | 

ſo much muſt we with more — ; 

vehemencie, ſound forth the trumpet of Hir 
Gods vengeance againſt him: and let hin I xd 
heare it to his affrightment, if his had [ing 
heart would feele any thing, that he za ir, 
loathſome in Gods eyes as any, and u 
ſubiect to his curſe, as who is moſt ſub-[mlo 
ie, And whereas the prints and foo 
ſteps of this enormous crime, are app It 
rant almoſt every where in euery condi-Pftith 
tion of men, I muſt bee bold in Cod fal 
name, to pronounce a woe againſt ther tis! 
ſoules, and tell their conſciences which ad 
wil alſo beare witneſſe to my words, ia be 
they are as abominable in Gods eyes# yi 
the world is precious in theirs. Ah whats ſhyc 
ſhamefull thing is this, that a man proſel bean 
ſing the Goſpell of leſus Chriſt, which am 
would be eſtecmed his faithſull _—_ Arif 
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* ſhould yet harbour in his heart, and ſerue 
te | in his life, this vile traytor which Chriſt 


4 


hath proſcribed — ago, and would 
have exiled and baniſhed, yea and quite 
thaſed out of the world, chiefly out ofthe 
ot. | hearts of all that call themſelues by his 
ith | name, Chriſtians, Is this agreeable to the 
ow ptofeſſion of Chriſtianitie? to have thine 
by hart thus wedded to the world, ſtil earth- 
4 mrd,carthward, alwaies looking to the 
ref {things that are below: haſt thou ſo lear- 
ned leſus Chriſt? Doth he deale ſo vnlo- 
ad ungly with thee, as not to giue thee bet- 
air, more laſting, and comfortable things 
a delight in? or dealeſt thou not moſt 
ib mlouingly with thy ſelfe and him, that 
0 nuing an offer of that moſt precious 
u teaſure, ioyeſt rather to lade thy ſelſe 
de [ith this thicke clay? With what words 
od [hall ſufficiently condemne and diſgrace 
heit lis follyẽ it is madneſſe, meere madneſſe, 
id ad worſe then the worſt Innacie that is. 
den wilt thou learne to be aſhamed of 
yſelfe, and to bluſh in conſideration of 
ey childiſh dealing, yea thy wicked de- 
heanor in this reſpect ? Did wee euer 
ame any ſuch thing in the ſchcole of 
arift, or in his example? Did is con- 
F uerſation 
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uerſation euer ſauour of couerouſnesye, ¶ nit 
did not he willingly chuſe to want all | gy 
things almoſt for our ſakes, to teach vin my] 
his owne perſon, that pouertie is no ſuch | au 
matter, and wealth no ſuch defireable | ſuſe 
things, as we make them in our conceits? | ei 
Muſt we not then needs blame odtr ſelues | unt 
that haue rather choſen to follow our. Ak 
owne corrupted affections, and the ſinfull I bell 
faſhion of the wicked world, then his [ny 
molt wholeſome direction, and moſt ho. [teed 
ly paterne? What muſt Chriſt ſay vnto [teh 
> when thou ſhalt appeare before him [yi 
in another world? or art thou ſoveryan 
Atheiſt, as not to dreame of ſuch a day; 
mult he not ſtrike thine eare with a chi. 
ding and vnpleaſant voice, and ſay; Dil- 
loyall and vnfaithfull ſeruant, x ould nei- 
ther words nor deeds worke vpon thee? fu. 
I commanded thee to beware of coue- [ade 
touſneſſe: l commanded thee firſt to ſceke yx 
the kingdome of heauen, and the righte« [href 
ouſneſle thereof: I commanded thee not hd 
to labour for the things that periſhec,but [king 
for the things that endured to eternall Jenly 
life. Mine example alſo taught the fame. rd 


things, thou neuer readeſt of any carking Phat: 
in me, hough I had not an houſe to put th 
mine 
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nine head in: thou neuer heardeſt of 
ll | ayniggardice, toyling or vniuftice in all 
n ny life yea, I did contemne theſe things, 
h | srrifles,not worth looking after, and re- 
le | filed a kingdome when it ſhould haue 
deen thruſt vpon me. Canſt thou be igno. 
$, [not of theſe things without wilfulneſle, 
ue. Jorknowing, neglect them, without re- 
il Jbellion ? and yet wilt thou call thy ſelfe 
is [oy ſeruant, when thou regardeſt neither 
& [eds nor words of mine? What could 
to [heheathen haue done more, or worle ? 
ny hy it had neuer been told thee, that there 
att usa God, an heaven, an eternall king- 
y; tome; ſay thou neuer hadſt heard, or 1 ö 
— any happineſſe to be found, be- 0 
s wealth and outward abundance : 
ei» auldeſt thou haue been more cold, and 
ef ſuouſie in ſeeking the one, more feruent 
es ſud eager in purſuing the other? could 
ke [ny word — thee no more, to diuorce 
te · [ee from the loue of this world, to per- 
ot [ade thee of the baſeneſſe of eatthly 
ut lings, and the perfect excellency of hea« 
all ſeniy things Go then, and take thy re- 
me ſvard with worldlings. Conſider brethren 
ing Mata moſt terrible word it will be, to be 
pur: Pdthen depart from Chriſt, to the diuell 
| F 2 and 
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and his angels, whether we will or nay; 
becauſe we departed from him wilfully 
before, to the world, and it is dung and 
droſſe: and know you, that as ſure as 
God is true, ſo you ſhall find this at the 
laſt day, a couetous man ſhall not go for 
an honeſt man, or good Chriſtian, more 
then a whore or theefe., Flatter not your 
ſelues with being neither whores nor 
theeues, harlots and adulterers: theeues 
and robbers ſhall as ſoone come into the 
kingdome of God as your ſelues, and yet 
you know that ſuch ſhail neuer come 
there. 

But if the couetous man diſdaine con- 
pariſon with ſuch foule companions, and 
thinke himſelfe wronged, in that ſuch 
loathſome me are equalled with him;Let 
him heare what S. Paul faith; Thu yu 
know, that no fornicator, nor vncleane per. 
ſon, nor conetous man Which is an idolater, 
ſoall inherit the kingdome of God and of 
Chriſt, Lend thine eare and be affrighted, 
O thou worldling: is this Scripture, or is 
it not? Art thou an Atheiſt eo deny it, of 
one of Salomons fooles to deſpiſe it? But 
yet for more aſſurance, heare againe the 
lame Apoſtle, ſaying ; No fornicator, un 

Aolater, 
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idolater nor adulterer nor want oon, nor buge 
erer, nor theefe, nor extortioner, nor coue - 
tous man, nor drunkard,nor railor, ſpall in- 
bert the lingdome of God. Loe thy com- 
panions and fellowes, and know what 
thou art in Gods account, doth he not tie 
thee, as a male factor, in the ſame chaine, 
with thoſe whom all the world cries 
ſhame vpon, and whom thy ſelſe doeſt 
bath and ſcorne? wilt thou not ſee thy 
elfe alſo to be a limme of the diuell, be- 
cauſe a darling of the world, and as farre 
fom heauen as ſhee that liues in the 
_ he thatrobs by the highway- 

e? 

Now if perhaps any will ſtand out and 
ly, he is not a couctous man, let me call 
Cod, and the world, and your owne con- 
iences and your deeds to witnes againſt 
iumber of you, that you be ſo in extre- 
aity, Doe not many of you carke, and 
fine your hearts almoſt with needleſſe 


Gubtings, and ſuſpitions of neceſſitie to 
thereafter, when your own being is vn- 
ertaine,cuen for a day: and are you not 
duetous ? Arc not many ſo pinching and 
tiſerable, that no mercy, no liberalitie, 
obountie can be ſcene in their liues, and 

E 3 the 
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the time is to come that euer they did yo. 
Juntarily beſtow any thing for the relieſe 
of the needy, orif any Sage comes out 
pinchingly in pence, and two-pences, 
when God hath giuen it in greater abun- 
dance to doe more good;and yet are you 
not couetous? Doe not a number lade 
themſelues ſo burdenſomely with world. 
ly dealings, that God, and religion, anda 
better 115 can find no place in their ſeri. 
ous conſiderations; and that either th 
neuer pray, reade, meditate, or elſe 2 
drouſily and coldly, and ſhortly, as if they 
thought euety houre ten, til they were re- 
turned to their worke; yea, doth not the 
world encroach vpon the greateſt parte 
the Sabbath in many mens tongues and 
hands, that would be thouglit religious: 
and are you not yet couetous? Is not al 
vniuſtice rife? Aske your owne hearts yet 
magiſtrates, and anſwere in ſecret, butin 
truth: Doe you not take gifts? Doe yoi 
not often force your conſciences to thin 
what they ſhould not, and your hands ia 
to do what they ſhould not, in defending, 
ſentencing, writing, executing any thing, 
for a reward ? and will you deny that you 
are couetous? queſtion with your har 
ye 
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ye ttadeſmen, will they not tell you that 
ou doe engroſſe, exact, ſophiſticate, and 
ve faiſe weights, meaſures, and words, 
and perhaps alſo more darke trickes, that 
Gods ies ſee, and can tell of: and are you 
not couetous? Doe not you Land- lords 
ncke your rents, burden your tenants, de- 
fraude them, oppreſſe them, grind their 
fces: and will you ſay that you are not 
couerous? Do not ſame of you Miniſters, 
come in by fimony, and being entered, 
byter and neglect a flock or two, feeding 
the ſheepe more careleſſy then you would 
be content to haue an heard of your own 
ſwine fed:and are you not couetous? Are 
they not common things amongſt all 
forts, to lie, couſen, and breake promiſe, 
nd ſhiſt, to giue your money to vſury, to 
vichhold the goods of others in your 
knds, to liue by Church-liuings, and 
are not for the Church: and are you not 
tuetous? I would to God brethren, that 
deſe things did not crie out in the cares 
ofthe Lord of hoſts, and the ordinarie 
miſe of them, like the roaring of many 
mters,complaine vnto him of our earth- 
Ineſſe, Yea I would wee did not com- 
line too much one againſt another;and 
F 4 hee 
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hee that practiſeth couetouſneſſe inon 
thing, ſeeke to make himiſelfe ſeeme ho. 
neſt, by exclaiming againſt as bad pranks 
in others. Magiſtrates crie out of tradeſ. 
men, and they of Magiſtrates; they of Mi. 
niſters, the people of Land- lords; almoſt 
euery man of another for this ſinne, and 
will you not ſee it in your ſelues, and bee 
aſhamed of it? Let me diſcharge a good 
conſcience, and without feare, tell the co. 
uetous man, (I meane him in whom aq 
of theſe things do beare ſwWay,) that heis 
a counterfeit Chriſtian, an hollow- heu- 
ted proteſtant, a diſſembling profeſſour, 
that makes gaine his godlines, and his 
wealth his God: and know thou againe, 
that heauen is ſhut againſt thee as faſt, as 
againſt the fowleſt — that the eatth 
holds. Hearken, O couetous man,who- 
ſoeuer thou beeſt, and ſee, that thou ſhalt 
ſurely die in this thy ſin, if thou doe not 
ſpeedily amend it; the loue of the world 
will pull thee downe to hell, vnleſſe thou 
make haſt to caſt it off, aud bee thou alſo 
among the other crue of preſumptuous 
ſinners, accurſed in the name of the Lord, 
But ah my brethren, doe we delight in 
threatnings, or is it our pleaſure to m 
tlie 
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the wounds of your ſoule, with the naile 
ofareprofe ?nay we deſire to heale them, 
(which we could not do without wiping 
forth this feſtred matter) & for none other 

end ſhew you the danger of your eſtate," 
but that you may get out of it. And ther- 
fore for the laſt vſe, do beſeech you al. that 
te what is amiſſe to reforme your ſelues. 
There bee two degrees of couctous 
nen,ſome ſo fully poſſeſſed with the ſpi- 
it of the world, that God is their enemy, 
ud they his, and ſo they cannot poſhblie 
be ſaued. Such are thoſe whoſe cuſtome 
tistorunne thorow thicke and thinne, 
toget riches, and who liue inthe ordina- 
ie practiſe of knowne euils for wealths 
kke;namely, thoſe which 1 haue before 
tamed, or lome like to them, If thou be 
one of theſe,to thee the curſe denounced 
loch certainely belong; and ſhall cleaue 
thy ſoule ſo faſt, that neither men nor 
Angels ſhall ſeparate the ſame, vnleſſe 
thou doe ſpeedily amend, Pitie thy ſelfe 
niſerable man, pitie thy ſelfe, leape not 
nto hell, it is a place of torment, both 
ſareſull and eternall. Caſt not thy ſelſe 
nto the flames of damuation. Why wilt 
lbioudie, and halt bin warned? Is all the 
| world 
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world worth one ſoule? Ah. make na 
ſuch an hard bargaine, but haue compaſ. 
ſion vpon thy dying ſoule. Bewaile and 
confeſſe thy ſinne before the Lord, leaue 
and forſake thine vniuſt courſes, and co. 
uetous deſires. Be it ſufficient that thou 
haſt bin al this while a ſlaue to the world: 
now lay hold vpon this libertie of the 


ſonnes of God: ſhake off this yoakeof Is 


Satan; weane thy ſelfe from the breaſts 
of the world, and caſt from thee the too 
much liking of thoſe things that are |; 
more baſe, then that an eternall ſpirit 
ſhould build it delights vpon them. But 
if I cannot preuaile with this meere and |; 
abſolute worldling, if he will needs bee I 
guiltie of his owne damnation,and refuſe 
to commiſerate himſelfe, what remedie? 
who can helpe him that will not helpe 
himſelfe? let him periſh. And let mee 
with more hope of ſucceſſe, turne my 
ſpeech to the ſecond degree of couetous |; 
men, ſuch as though they be not — 
excluded the hope of ſaluation, becauſe 
this ſinne is not abſolute Lord of their 
liues, yet are hindred from many neceſſa- 
rie comforts, and come into many lamen- 


table euils; becauſe they be not careſull 
enough 


Ire 
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h to purge themſelues of this vice. 
(fthis kind are many profe ſſors of true 
xgion, that haue giuen ſome good te- 
monie of their vprightnes and truth, 
ud made good proceedings in the waies 
Cod, which yet for want of ſufficient 
are to reſiſt and reforme this fault in 


heniſelues, haue bin ſhamefully foiled 


y Satan, and drawne ſometimes to moſt 


miuſt and condemnable courſes, ſuch as 
the wicked world hath euen taken no- 
ice of? and as I may ſo ſpeake, hath ſhou- 
rd and houted at them, glad to take any 
aception, and therefore much more re- 
ovcing that ſo iuſt a cauſe of euill ſpea- 
ling hath bin offered, It is an outcrie of 
te world, that thoſe which would be ac- 
wunted moſt forward profeſſors of reli- 
gion, thoſe that doe — to make ſo 
nuch account of preaching and ſermons, 
ad fo forth, euen theſe are as hard as vn- 
uſt, as couetous in their dealings as the 
vortt of their neighbours. And ſurelie 
hethren, though the world (willing to 
pott the worlt of things concernin 

them that be not of the world) doe vic 
tricke of thetorique in aggrauating, yet 
cannot be denied that your liues haue 
| giuen 
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giuen her matter enough to worke ypoy 
It is a true complaint of many that make 
— ſhew of religion, that though they 

e not as couetous as the worſt, yet they 
be too notoriouſly couctous ; and the o. 
uer-abundance of this euill weede, doth 
diſſauour al the graces and vertues which 
are or ſeeme to bee in them. Why wilt 
N thou feareſt God) ſuffer thy ſelſe 
to be ſo baſely carried away with the de- 
fires of theſe things, that here hence thou 
ſhouldeſt run into courſes of that nature 
as make thy profeſſion euill ſpoketi of: 
open the wicked mouthes of clamorou 
men againſt thee; as render thy name, x 
white or marke, for all thoſe that are wil. 
ling to caſt out the venimous darts of ob- 
loquie and reproach againſt the ſame; as 
giue wicked men occaſion to ſhelter the 
ſelues from all reproofes by retorting thy 
bad actions in the face of the reprouer; a 
make ſinners to applaud themſelves in 
their ſinnes, and thinke, though I make 
not ſuch a ſhew as ſuch an one, yet hee is 
as couetous, as I am otherwiſe faulty: Tea, 
as doe cauſe all good men and religionit 
ſelfe to receiue Sh when they can 


ſay (though!yingly? yet boldly enough, 
having 
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king the example of ſome ſuch to pre- 
end as euidence againſt all) that ſuch are 
Uthe ſort of you. Ibeſeech you brethren, 
fany of you that feare God, haue been 
aerruled with theſe earthly things, let 
im now ſee and conſider of theſe many 
id grieuous inconueniences, and ſec 
what the immoderat following of the 
yorld can yeeld him, anſwerable to the 
bſſe of all thoſe comforts that his heart 
hould enioy if it were rid better of this 


lane; and to thoſe good affections and 


miſes that he ſhould haue from good 
men, if he did ouercome this ſinne; and 
v that freedome and ſafetie from the 
kourge of the tongues of leaud men, that 
night come to him; had he not giuen 
dem the aduantage againſt him, by vn- 
muzling their mouthes with the too too 
goſſe practiſing ofthis ſinne. 

Now then conſider this with thy ſelfe, 
whofocucr thou mayeſt be; diſgrace thy 
tlfe, diſgrace religion; diſhonor Gods 
boly name, cauſe wicked men to exult, 
by friends and Gods ſervants to be grie- 
ed no more. Do no more, I ſay, ruſh vp- 
om all, or any of theſe inconueniences, 
trough the too much dotage after — 

aſe 
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baſe and contemptible things. If cane | 


— with them that haue been whol: 
* 


worldlings, and altogether men ofthis 


DO O 


earth, yet with thee that haſt ſome good N 


things, ſome ſparkes of Gods ſpirit, tome 
truth of religion, and hope of a better 
life, let me, yea, let God and Gods ordi« 
nance preuaile ro make thee reforme 
thine hart and life in this behalfe. In com. 
ming to this place, and lending your care 
to Ieſus Chriſt, ſpeaking in his one ot. 


dinance; you make a ſhew to intendo.' 


bedience ro his word, who by his Spirit 
ſtands inthe middeſt of you, ſearchinge. 
uery mans hidden heart; you make: 
ſhew of obedience, the end of hearingis 
doing. Shew that you are not hypocrites 
in comming to the ſermon, let your lives 
ſpeake for you, that you did in ſinceritie 
preſent your ſelues before the Lord, and 
were neither fooles to come hither to no 
end, nor diſſemblers to come for a wfong 
end. I doubt not, but cuery one of your 
conſciences, which hath with any reaſo- 
nable attention hearkened, is, (I am ſure 
it ought to haue been) ſufficiently con- 
uinced of the loathſomeneſle and vilenes 


of this ſinue; yea and of your one faul- 
| tineſſe 
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inefſe in it diuers waies. Shew forth the 
fuirof the word, gaine a bleſſing, be do- 
et, not hearers alone, 
No you haue looked in the glaſſe of 
de word, and ſeene the ſpots and ſtaines 
ſearthlineſſe diſcouered, go home and 
ge, and cleanſe your ſelues of them 
after, Be not like him that lookes in 
iglaſſe, but waſheth not his face; be not 
þ, but let the word of God be to you in 
power, caſt this monſtrous euill and the 
legs of it out bf your likings and your 
it lues. But will ſome man ſay, is ſinne ſo 
ally left 2 or can we ſo ſoone preuaile a- 
inſt it in deed, as you ſpeake againſt it ? 
ho: but there muſt be ſome paines taken 
es bout it: and then I do not doubt, nay 
es ue promiſe to a Chriſtian ſoule, the vi- 
wrie againſt this ſinne, and that it ſhall 
downe the wind, and be of the lo- 
hand. And that you may the better 
mend your ſelues in this matter, I will 
and a while to ſhew you theſe two 
. 
firtt, what be the cauſes of couetouſ- 
re. 2. What be the remedies againſt 
merouſneſſe; which if any man will a 
le xiſely vnto himſelfe, he ſhall aal 
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The cau- 
les of co- 
uetouſnes, 
miſconcei- 
uing of 
God, and 


maruel- of wealth. 
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meruellous cure,and that in aſhort ſpace; 


wrought vpon his heart. 

Firſt then, the maine and principal 
precreant cauſes of couetouſnes, aretuo 
errours in the vnderſtanding or iudge. 
ment. For indeed ſuch is the natureof the 
affections, that they do ſeldome or neuet 
offend, but through the former faulting 
of the mind. Seldome doe the defire, a 
loue, or hatred ouerſhoot themiſelues,bit 
through the deceit of the vnderſtandi 
part, that being firſt diſordered it ſelt, 
diſorders theſe that ary as ſeruants toit, 
ouerhaſtie to the worſt; and ouerſſowi 
the beſt actions. And in this particular, 
therefore the defire is inordinately and 
valawfully carried after wealth, becauſe 
the eye of the mind miſtaketh its marke, 
in theſe two reſpects. Firſt, it doth not i-. 
prehend in God ſuch abundarice of pow 
er and will to ſaue, helpe and deliver, # 
indeed there is in him, and euery man 
ſhould acknowledge in him: and ſothe 
mind being by this falſhood driuen from 
the ſtrong hold of Gods name, is faineto 


caſt about for ſome other place of de- 


fence : and then wealth offers it ſelfeto 


helpe, as the bramble to be king ouer the 
trees: 
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a. dees: and the mind ſtill dazeled, and 
aging after the appearances of things, 
21 | or after the truth, doth conceiue that 
riches are indeed able to helpe. Now vp- 
on theſe two groſſe miſtakings, it follow - 
e ech that the defire (which isreadie preſt 
purſue that which is eſteemed helpfull 
nd profitable) ſers forward it ſelfe, with 
ilits might, to purſue after wealth, and 
lis is the originall of couetouſneſſe. So 
np this foule euill begotten of the mind; 
nis the darke and blind brood of an er- 
wneous and deluded iudgement. And 
hoth theſe cauſes are laid open cleere e- 
x, [ugh before vs in the Scripture, 

nd | The firſt in Hebr. 13. where baving 
ie [marned vs of couetouſneſle, he faith, for 
e be hath ſaid, / will newer leane ther. nor for- 
p- le the, &c. By this coherence, ſufficient- 
„y intimating, that couetouſneſſe comes, 
# [cauſe one thinketh God will not bee 
n lee enough to him, but too quickly and 
ie Itghtty leaue him to himſelſe. And the 
m keond cauſe Chriſt notes in this Text, 
o [thing : For, rhongh a man haue mach. his 
& N confi; not im his wealth: as if he had 
0 l you defire much wealth, becauſe you 
e lade it can make you live more com- 
5 G fortablic 
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fortablie and ſaſely, but indeed it cannot 
You ſec now the true cauſes of couetoul, 
neſſe. I know men are willing to make 
ſhew that this ther deſire of wealth is of 
better parentage ; but the truth is, itisa 
I haue ſaid, the baſe brood of ignorance 
and error. 
+. The re- Now come we to ſhew the remedies 
medies. ofthis ſin, and how it may be conſumed 
1. Apr lie out of vs. There are foure remedies in al. 
— Ihe fuſt is, to meditate ypon the wordef 
ricus me. (0d that forbids it. Applying the te- 
citation. proofcs, and threatuings, aad comman- 
dements, againſt any ſinne in the wordef 
God, to a mans owne ſoule, by ſetiou 
meditation, is a common remedie again 
all ſins, and ſo alſo againſt this. The word 
of God is the {word of the Spirit, ſeruing 
to keep out all luſts from comming with 
in vs, and to cut, wound and ſlay them; to 
which purpoſe it is then effectuall, when 
it is wealded as it ought, by turning the 
precepts and reproofes of it, iuto carnelt 
complaints againſt our fins, and ſtron 
petitions for our ſelues before the Lord 
in ſecret, Indeed lamentable experience 
driues vs to confeſle, that the word of 
God is of little operation, inmoſt 2 
of 
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for good: and whence is this? euen from 
their owne folly, that out of their ſinfull 
hollowneſſe, will not lay it as a plaiſtex to 
the ſores of the ſoule: but be this ſpoken 
in aſſurance of truth, and let the heart of 
every godly man giue conſent to it, that 
nhoſocuer he be which takes the word 
ef God in any particular matter, and a- 
one betwixt God and his owne ſoule, 
fands to conſider, ſaying: Lo how plain- 
che Lord hath forbidden this fin, what 


* | harpe reproofes he hath vttered againſt 


t how great the danger is, that he hath 
threatned, ſhall ariſe from it, why do I 
commit it ? why doTIliue in it? Do I ei- 
thernot belecue his word, or not feare 
tis difpleaſure ? And then turning him- 
ki vnto the Lord, doth earneſtly crie 
out againſt himſelfe, ſaying: Ah Lord 
Cod, how wicked haue Ibecn to breake 
dis thy law, and to endanger my ſelfe 
othine indignation,and ruſh ypon thine 
uger, ſo ouer. uenturouſly ? Now Lord 
zue more wiſdome, more grace, ſtreng- 
den me to do thy will, which I ſee and 
Mow,but of my ſelſe cannot obey : who- 
beer, I ſay, doth in this or the like man- 
ter, ſpread the plaiſter of Gods word 
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vpon his owne heart, let him count the 
promiſes of God but leaſmgs, if he findit 
not able to heale any luſt, though neuer 
ſo cankered and inueterate; to quell any 
corruption, though neuer ſo ſtrong and 
violent. Do thus therefore brethren, ſot 
couctouſnes, we haue ſhewed you ſuffci- 
ently, what an hurtfull and ynlawfull 
thing it is. Enter into thy cloſer as Chriſt 
biddeth thee. Ponder of theſe things, ſet 
downe your owne hearts with theſe res. 
ſons, and conuince your ſelues of the wice 


kedneſſe thereof, and accuſe your ſelues ; 


before God, with indignation againſt 
your ſelues, that are ſo baſely enclining 
to this world, when the Lord biddeth the 


contrarie;yea,and beſeech him to ftreng- | pj 


then and ſanQifie your hearts now, that 
ſeeing his will, you may yeeld to it: and 
that theſe reproofes may be preſent with 
your hearts to controule them, and check 
them ſharpely, when they ſo offend, and 
that it would pleaſe him to encline your 
hearts to his teſtimonies, and not vito 
couetouſneſſe, and he that thus doth con- 
ſtantly day by day, or as often as occafs 
on is, let him be bold to promiſe to him. 


ſelfe, chat the word will proue a * 
c 
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fe and power vnto him. It will knock off 


theſe clogs of worldlines from his ſoule, 
that his affections ſhall bee no longer ſo 
ſettered with them. 

The ſecond remedie againſt couetouſ- 


nes,is to labour for more and more afſy.. Ger aſſu- 
nnce of the ſauor of God and euerlaſting tance of e- 


life through Ieſus Chriſt his ſonne:Every 
man muſt haue his happines and delight: 
andifany mans heart be not ſet vpon the 
true ſelicitie, it will be ſeduced by ſalſe; 
one guilded vanitie or another will Reale 
awayfrom him: but let a Chriſtian en- 
deuour to make his calling and election 
ſure, and to be ſtedfaſtly reſolute of this, 
that Cod for his deere ſonnes ſake, pardo- 
ting all his ſinnes, will beſtow eternall 
lappineſſe vpon him, and cauſe him to 
nigne as a King with his Son, in a throne 
of immorrall glory; where is no fin, no 
forrow, no trouble, nothing to grieue or 
ex him; but the fulneſſe of ioy at Gods 
tight hand for euermore; and the ſight 
ind comfortable expeRation of this e- 
late, will ſo raniſh his heart, and take vp 
lis deſires, that this vile earth, will ap- 
eate to be as it is, and be ſhal be able out 
of his owne feeling to call it dung and 
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droſſe, as the Apoſtle doth, not ſuffering 
it to carrie the name ofa treaſure in his e. 
ſtimation. Yea, and his ſoule from this 
maine ground will draw another conclu- 
fion of no leſſe force to beate downethe 
riſing of worldlinefle, ſaying ; If God vil 
iue the fleſu and blond of his Sonne to 
the food of my ſoule, will he not giue 
me bread and drink to ſuſtaine my bod 
If his loue were ſo infinit that hee ſpared 
not his moſt beloued and only begotten 
Sonne for my ſake, how ſhall he not with 


him giue me all things? He that wil ſiue 


the ſoule, volll he not feed the body? will 
he dlenie droſſe, that gaue gold? will hee 
ſay nay for a pibble, that ſo liberally ſcat 


tcred pearles?Nay ſure, if our Lord would 


give Cariſt for vs, and to vs, for our ſalus- 


tion, it were madneſſe to doubt whether 
he will giue carthly things for mainte- 
nance, 1o farre as 1s good (and furthet 
what Chriſtian can wiſh them) for God 
is alwaies ſuitable to himſelſe, in all his 
dealings: Get good reaſons to truſt God 
with thy ſoule, and thou wilt neuer feat 
thy body and thine eſtate. Haue evidence 
ſtrong enough for heauen, and thine hat 
wil not defire earth, and much leſſe doubt 


of 


| 
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ofhauing ſufficient therein, 

The third remedie againſt couetouſnes 3. Conſider 

ij to conſider aduiſedly,of Gods gratious well Gods 
omiſes abundantly made and written — 

in his word to his ſeruants, even for pro. * es. 

viſion of temporall benefits: we haue his 

word, yea his deed, his teſtament ſealed 

and deliuered vnto vs in the preſence of 

al his Saints and Angels; wee haue his 

bond, vnder white and black, ſay ing: The 

Lyons ſhall be hanger-ſtarued, but they that Plal. 34. 10 

feare the Lord ſhall want nothing. And a- 

gane; The Lord our God is Sunne and Plal. 84s, 

ſhield, and no good thing will he wit h-Hold 

from them that walke vprighilie. And a- 

paine; The Lord ut my ſhepheard, I ſhall Plal. 23.1. 

wrtxothing. And this the Author to the 

Hebre wes preſſeth, ſaying; Let your con- Heb. 1 3. 5. 

terſation be wit hout couetouſueſſe. and bee 

tmtent With that that is preſent, Vea, but 

ne cãnot be cõtent, we haue good reaſon 

do deſire more; For how if hard times and 

langers ſhould come, who ſhould then 

prouide for vs? Who ſhould prouide? 

Why are you Chriſtians, yea or no? if no: 

{trive to be ſo firſt of all. If yea, know that 

Cod is not ſo wretchleſſe a father, you are 

dot leſt to ſhift for your ſelues, nor caſt 
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ouer to your owne providing. Nay, ya 
haue one to care for you, and that fore. 
uer, if you can butbelecue his word, H 

the God of mercy, the God of wiledom, 
the God of truth, the God of power, the 
God of wealth, the maker and owrer of 
all worlds, the Cod all- ſufficient, he hath 
giuen his word for your ſuretie. We giue 


much credit to a mans promiſe, and think 


wee are in good plight of a wealthie 
friend,(ſpecially if he be truſtie alſo) doe 
vndertake to helpe vs. Thi, is not ma 
that may be changed, but the — 


able God: not man that may deceiue 


God that cannot lie: not man that maybe 


hindred, but God whom none can refift; 
not man that may die, but God that liue⸗ 
for euer. And be Lith fwd, Iwill neuer leant 
yon, not in age, not in ſicknes, not ina 
deere ycere, not in hard times, not when 
you be friendleſſe, not when the world i 
naught, and the daies hard and euill; hee 
will neuer leaue you nor forſake you; ne- 
uer caſt you off, nor ceaſe to do you good, 
O faithlefle and vnbeleeuing hearts, iſwe 
doe not reſt, build, and repoſe our ſelues, 
vpon a promiſe ſo —. firme, ſo pleu- 


tifull ; and fooles and abſurd — 
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this we will giue our hearts to the worlde 
Heap wealth together whileſt thou wilt, 
tis not thine bur Gods, hee mult giue it 
thee out of thine owne cheſt as well as a- 
nother mans. And if thou haue neuer ſo 
little, he hath neuer the leſſe, and can giue 
thee out of another mans cheſt, as well as 
thine une. What needeſt thou offend 
God, wrong man, and trouble thy ſelfe, 
io get that which is prouided for thee in 
Gods keeping long before? and thou haſt 
tas much if it be in any mans cuſtody, as 
ifin thine owne. But prodigall children 
ill not liue at their fathers finding, till 


their on waies make them returne wee- 


ping home : and we are loth to ſtand to 
Gods ſimple proviſion forſooth, it ſuffi- 
ceth vs not, we muſt haue more, though 
ne pierce our {clues through with wofull 
temptations for it, becauſe we ſeek riches 
more then his fauour, When will wee 
cauſe our lines to witnes that we beleeue 
Cod is true? yea when will wee ceaſe to 
all him a liar actually, by coueting for 
our ſelues, and not truſting, on him that 
creth for vs. Thinke we on theſe pro- 
miſes,haue them in a readines, and when 
our hearts doe troubleſomely queſtion 

within 
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within vs, who ſhall helpe vs when webe 
old, or in aduerſitie if wee doe not non 
ſcrape together, ſet them downe and ſij 
God will care for me if he be true; andi 
he be not, it bootes not to get wealth, for 
then the world and all in it muſt come to 
nothing, together with his truth, which 
4. Conſider is himſelſe. Now the laſt remedy again 
righilie couetouſnes, and as needfull as any ofthe 
— reſt, is, to informe our ſelues truly as con. 
to which cerning the nature of wealth. For none 
care, mark, can loue it but through ignorance, not 
deſire it, but through loue. Looke vpon 
it as it is in it ſelfe, without the painting 
of opinion: and our deſires will of them. 
ſelues deſpiſe it, and as it were ſcorneto 

be captiue thereunto. Now the cont 
tiblenes of wealth will be manifeſt, if we 
ſet our ſelues well to conſider of theſe 
things following. Firſt, what kind of 
men haue moſt of it. Secondly, how m- 
certaine. Thirdly, how vnproficable.Laf 
r. What ly, alſo how hurtful it is. For the firſt then, 
— haue let the ſtories be asked both of holy writ 
_— and profane authors,and let them ſpeake, 
who be the men, and what haue theybin 
which haue bin waſted through the ſeaof 


the world, in the greateſt and the talleſt 
yeſlels? 


weſſe 
nol! 
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be 


101 
on 
gi 
m 
to 
p- 
e 
le 
of 
Ne 
Nt. 
n, 
it 
e, 
in 
of 
Il 


_— 
— 


A caneat for the conztons, 107 


iſels ? haue not many of them bin the 
jolt brutiſh men, the verieſt beaſts, and 
temolt loathſome & abominable crea- 
nes that euer breathed aire, or ſaw the 
ume ? and fuch as a Chriſtian man can- 
ot name without hating ? Kaizes, Nim- 
ud, Cams, Iſimaelt, Eſaus, Saulet, A habs, 
Nebucadnezars, Baltazars, Herods, ſudaſ 
ſidiuelt? And in other authors, Nero, 
(immodas, Heliogabilus, and other mon- 
ſets of men? Indeed I deny not, but good 
ren haue alſo bin wealthie; but that 
wich is ſo common to good and bad, 
tar for tlie moſt part, the worſt haue had 
noſt of it; cannot, if God be the diſpoſer 
iſthings, be the true treaſure, What is 
that that a wiſe man doth commonly caſt 
v dogs, but bones or carrion; that hee 
his ro ſwine, but draffe or huskes; what 
t God giues to ſuch as are worſe then 
ine, or dogs; but worſe I meane, more 
baſe then draffe or carrion ? Thinke wee 
lat the God of heauen is ſo vnwiſe a diſ- 
pencer of good things, that he would caſt 
jearles to ſwine, or good things to dogs? 
urely were there ſo much excellency in 
theſe matters, as we fooliſhly dreame of, 
beyſhould not bee flung to thoſe whom 
| God 
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God hates, and purpoſes to fat as hopry lies? 
the day of flaughter;but rather mene in.” 
his children, whom hee doth intendy . 
_ with himſelfe, God feeds they |# 
ull with theſe things, whom hee will |"! 
throw to hell; thou maiſt be a rich mu 
and yet a diuell for all that; goe then a had, 
deſire wealth, if thou thinkeſt it yt rel 
worth — Fe 1 
2 How vn: But yet further conſider we howw ee 
-5 — it is. Take wealth as we mean der 
it is. it, for the ouerplus of things neceſſatet |*gi 
competent maintenance, and you ſuul jou! 
not bee able to deny (ſer opinionaſidet ff 
while) that it is a thing of nought: Wil | 
you not yeeld that God is wiſe enough bear 
to call things by their right names, auf 00. 
to entitle euery creature after the truens ¶ le 
ture of it? Aske then the Scripture the 
voice of God, what this gold and filuer, 
theſe lands and liuings, and rich 
ons, this god Mammon, ſhould be called? 
pfad. 39.6. Will it not anſwere, af ſpadov, ſaying: J! 
v. Pet. l. Man walletb in a ſbadow,he troubles him 
24. ſelf in vain, euery man heaps vp, and know! 
— * not who ſpall gather it. Will it not ſay, 4 
_ flowre, for all fleſh is graſſe, and theglori 
Prou. 23. 3. thereof, as the flower ef grace. Wil it * ſay 
es 
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lies? The chiefe men are lies. Will it not 

0 . Vauitie, for all is vanitie, Will it not 

ith , Nothing : as Salomon, Wilt thow ſet 

e eyes pon it, and it is not, it hath no 

king ? Either challenge God of folly, or 

fhood, which hath called this wealth, 
hadowes, flowers, lies, vanitie, nothing: 

xelſe yeeld that we haue been deceiued 
athinking better of it. Will we not ſee 

ur error and confeſſe that we haue been 

wſened as childrẽ, with ga ds, and now 

kegin to truſt our fathers iudgement?Bur 

jou ſhall ſee that it is not without cauſe 

nlified with theſe titles, and if you will 

hut lend an heart to iudge, as an eate to 

tare, you ſhall perceiue as cleere as 
looneday, that it is as ynprofitable as a- 

ie ſhadow. What will you tearme that, 

that can doe no good, to ſoule, bodie, 

ume, ſtate, nor 1 anie euill, from 

bule, bodie, name, ſtate, nor mitigate 

ich euils as a man is preſſed withall, in a- 
tyoftheſe reſpects? Euery man will yeeld 

tmay well be called a thin of naught, 

nd cannot well be called by a better Soule; 
ume. Beleeue not ſhewes and conceits, for get- 
ndthen be your ſelues iudges,if wealth, ting good 
Imeane ouerplus of maintenance, can do ing of 

anie 
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anie thing in anie of the forenamed ii 
ſpects. What is good for y ſoule, but fai 


repentance, the Spirit of God, the anſye. || 


ring of our praiers,the pardon of our ſing, 


and the actaining of eternal life? Andl 1 


praic you, can you buy theſe things far 
money can you purchaſe them with jews 
els? or get them for exchange of goods} 
Will Cod giue heauen to auy man ifhe 
will morgage a faite liuing to him ſorit 
Will he giue him faith, that can bring a 
rich iewell, or a purſe of gold for it? a 
will he heare his prayers any whit ſoonet 


in hi: need, that is clad in cloth of yold, c 
and hath thouſands by the yeare, theaif |' 


he went in meane apparell, and had not 


twice twentie pound, nay twentie pence . 


yearely ? or is there any commuting of 
penance inheauen ? or can we by a great 
Fine anſwere for a fault ? Indecd if you 
be any ſo blockiſh, as to beleeue thepal- 
pable deccits of popiſh Rome, ſome of 


theſe things are ſet to fale there, and thete ii 


you may buy induJgences and pardons: 
ut we know well cnovgh,that Rome and 
heauen ſtand a good way aſunder, they be 
not ruled by the ſame lawes, neithet vil 


God ſtand to theſe bargaines that the 
Pope 
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Pope maketh for money. You haue all 

k, | yecldednow, that for ſoule, money can- 

not bring any good to it But what? can- 2. Body for 
is, pot it profit the bodie more? Aske expe- = — 
43 | tience. Will wealth buy health? will it“ — 
| purchaſe eaſe, or a good nights reſt, or an 

we boures ſlee pe, or a good ſtomacke, or any 

ct | ofthoſe things that are leſſe then theſe ? 

he | Anfwere what you know by proofe: Wil 

r | nealth buy theſe things? and what is the 

za |dodiethe better for it then? But yet per- 3. The 
ar | haps the name may be more beholding Name. 
er | foit, It will ſurely bring credit and good 

Id, elimation, Indeed heere, if in any thing, 

aif [tbe rich man magnifies himſelfe aboue 

ot de poore, becauſe he taketh himſelfe to 

ce be in better reputation. But heere if in a- 

of iy ching he is moſt oſall deceiued. I con- 

at [ſe it makes him thinke much better of 

ou limſelfe, but neither God nor man doe 

al- dinke the better (yea, Cod and good 

of den thinke the worle) of him for this. If 

ett fu come in by violence, oppreſſion, robbe- 

n: te and vniuſtice, you will yeeld that no 

nd un hath the better liking of one for ſuch 

be ealth. But ſay that a man hath not wa- 

vll Jed through theſe filthie and ſtinking 

the gels to get it, but haue come vnto it 

in 
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ia the moſt cleanly manner, as ſome, by 
not the moſt do, it ſhall beplaine, ifa 
reaſon will rule vs, that it cannot geti 
good name or credit. For ſay, what wil 
you call credit? to haue cap and curteſe, 
and a bended knee, and a, few comple 
ments of behaviour acted vnto yourſl. 
ken coate, or before your ſelfe it maybe 
or to be looked aſter and gazed 1 
the deceiued multitude; and to be | 

lowed by a great number of hangbys 
that run after you, as Eagles after a dead 
earkaſſe to feed vpon you? Is this credit! 
is this eſtimation, to be crouched vnto, a 
a little curre doth to a maſtiffe?ro be ſoo. 
thed vp, and heare faire words ? to beil 
beſprinckled with Court-holy- water e. 
uery day? in a word, to be ſtabbed with 


the cut- throat kindneſſe of flatterie? If fer 


= cal this credit, and if this be the good 
ame you talke of, it is even a ſit thing 
to be gotten with wealth, an vnprofits 
ble credir, an vncomfortable credit, at 
hurtfull credit, with vnprofitable, vncom- 
fortable and hurtfull riches. 

And if any man haue but a graine of 
wiſdome, he will ſee that thi: is far fron 


credit, or a good name. Bur if it deco | 


* 
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nell eſteemed of in the hearts of men, to 


fnde reuerence in their ſoules, to haue 
their conſciences commend one, & their 
inward man, ſet him(as it were) ina good 
dome of the affections, and their priuate 
thoughts, yeeld a good teſtimonie for 
him: If I ay, this be accounted credit, as 
itis indeed, a man is neuer a whit the 
erer to it, for abundance of goods. That 
nil make men fawne and wag the taile, 
2 curre vpon his maſter that is at din- 
der, to get a bone; yea and perhaps alſo 
tolicke ouer his ſores with an, 


notan healing tongue, (for in this a flat. 


terer is ten times worſe then a dog; yea 
leis a venim-mouthed dog) but behind 
lis backe, and in his abſence, none ſhall 
he more readie to talke of his faults, to 
keride them, to blaze them, to diſgrace 
them, then he that crouched ſo much in 
preſence, and did him ſo much (as you 
pleaſe to call it) credit to his face; yea, 
ui in the middeſt of all this crouching, 
wmans heart doth more loath, abhorre, 
fore and contemne him, then the man 
lut is ſo ſeruile and officious becauſe af 
wealth. And this is all that wealth can 
ſocure for the name, but nothing vndet 
50 H heauen 
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heauen can make the hearts ofen tote 
uerence any, and their ſoules to haue hi 
in good — — preterre himſin 
their: mature judgement) euen before 
themſelues. Nothing can do this, I fay; 
but grace and vertue; true pietie, true ho. 
lineſſe and godlineſſe of conuerſation, u 
which money cannot helge a man, A 
poore man, that fares but reaſonablie; 
and goes in ordinarie attire, and camot f fc 
ſheweither money or lands of his out ad 
in any great abundance; ſhall yet iſbet Wie 
live vertuouſly, and walke in the feareef [#0ul 
God, and in the obedience of his hole he 
Commandements, be more reſpected by duc 
manie degrees, in the ſoules and conſa ud 
ences of all that know (yea of thoſe alſo let 
that do ſlander and enuie, and maligne) 
him, then the moſt wealthie man vnde eat 
heauen wanting theſe things. John hal |* 

more reuerence in Herods heart, then He |** 
rod amongſt all his courtiers and ſeruis | 
ters, though he wanted all that cap and Abe 
knee wherewith Herod imagined him |*% 
ſelſe to be lifted vp to heauen in eftimati | 
on, Yea, and ifa rich man haue this ae po 
dit (as David, lob, Abraham and others fe 
had,) it is nothis wealth, ee I 
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«(which dogh nothing at all depend 
70 his wealth) that beigen — — 
into him: for alow eſtate giues occaſion 
exerciſe as many vertues, and ſhew as 

h grace, (let /ob be witneſſe) which: 

that be wiſe (whoſe commendation 
lone is deſireable) will alſo ſee and ob- 
eue, as the molt high and exalted, And 
herein then is wealth to be regarded 
forcredit fake ? but that we are fooliſh, 
id miſcall that credit which is but flat- 


rie; or at the beſt but complementall 
good, yet Thope it can keepe awa 
much euill from me(wil ſome man think 
nd make me ſafe in the day of danger. 
let vs a little conſider ſeriouſly of that 
2 too; and if you find that it be as lit- 
leable to defend againſt any harmefull 
lng, as to procure any good, you will 
vtthen ſurely denie, but that it may well 
called a lie, as the holy Choſt in this 
ipect doth terme it; becauſe he is neuer 
Whit the ſaſer that hath ĩt. Now then all 
& [ls are either ſpirituall or temporall, 
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touble and vexation. But if it can do no 2. For ro- 


res Poſtly or bodily. The ghoſtly, are firſt, Soule. 


ers nes and luſts of our ſoule, as ignorance 
Nod and his will, pride, vnbelieſe, 
* H 2 enuie, 
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enuie, malice, filthie deſires, frowardnei! 
vniuſtice, a lying, a blaſphemous ton deat 
and the like, And will a golden plate | 
heale theſe diſeaſes '?. Let experience 1 
ſpeake, and let the heart of euerie oneyf [© 
you giue anſwere to this queſtion. Willi 2 
plaiſter made of gold and ſiluer — 1 
theſe diſeaſes ? Ah no, no: the w 1 
world can tell it doth the contrarie: rs It 
ther cauſing them to feſter and ranckle; | 
yea, and building a ſtrong caſtle ſor eue. I* 
rie inordinate affection, to poſſeſſe the A 
heart of them that haue it, with ſo much ee 
more might and tyrannie: wealth male FF" 
a warme neaſt for fin to fit and hatching et 
as we ſhall ſhew anon. A man ſhall ud I 
ouercome his luſts a whit the ſooner, & 
the more eaſily, when his purſe is ſull, i Rae 
houſe furniſhed, his grounds ſtored, MH 
reuenues doubled; not —_— mponll, 4 
but ſpirituall weapons (the edge where 
lor wel 5 che 
ſuch enemies. It is weeping, mou ning, ho 
praying, and crying to God, it is ew A. 
* ſorrow, that as a good plailief 10 
eales the ſoule, and wealth doth rata, b 
at] 


fill men full of laughter and iollitie, u 
earthly delights, iu which he that liven” 


4 


ie 
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kid whileſt he liues: that Chriſt might 
; ell ſay; Moe be ta ou that are rich, woe 
1 w to you that laugh. And Saint Jamer, 
dene er ye ave ined imple 
Je and by conſequent, in ings vp to 

de eates, ſeeing Chriſtian mourning, 
lie kee pes a. Chriſtian ſoule in good 
ewper. Vea, that one luſt of couetouſ- 
fle which wealth ſeemes moſt of all 


e; |? | | 
* 0 to vanquiſh, yet it cannot. Money 
Al not cure couetouſneſſe, more then 


d and pile can quench fire, We ſee it 
a wonder, that euen this luſt is not leſ- 
ed, but increaſed rather with it, as 
In with ſome hariſh and ill-brued 
Inte, or wine, which the Viotner hath 
Alterated with brimſtone, or ſome ſuch 
egeere. The more a man drinks of this, 
more droughthy. The more a man 
u, commonly, the more worldly. And 
che diuell and an ill conſcience with 
bhorrors of it, we know that Satan can 
Ne, affright, and terrifie a rich man as 
oe, as much, as a poore. When God 
44Wthe diuell and an ill conſcience looſe, 
fſeare not an heape of gold, a faire 
ale, a ſilken coate, a great living, nay 
Na throne and ſcepter; but will as tor- 
H 3 men- 


i 
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mentingly, offaw che olle of him thi 
hath all rieſe things, as if tre waned il. 
A garment of tiſſue cati no (bee: 
broken bone from aking, then ariche 
Nare,anill'codſcience from yexing, Ya 
and the fcorching flames of hell wil 
burne, frie, and conſume the ſoule of ſuth, 
with as h{giovs torture as the poorel 
varlets, Wieneſſe the rich glutton Dix 
in the Gofpell.' So that the ſoule is no 
whit the more exempted ſtom ſinne, from 
temptation, from horror, from damnati 
on, becauſe'of wealth; and is it notytt 
ſufficiently prooued, that Wealth is worth 
nothing? but viſas ſay you to temponl 
euils, Will not money pre ſerue a man fro 
their danget neither? Not at all, commoi 
ſenſe ea te. * 
For it cannot driue away the goute,th 
ſtone, the fitangurie;the colſick rheſts 
uer, the plague, tlie headach; the tobi 


ach, yea not à fellon, or a whitloe, or the | 


ache of a fiuger. Nor the greateſt, 
the leaſt diſeaſes of bodie, will be fa 
of riches; his foote will ſtimble as ſoot 
his sleinne, his bones, break as one 
hath them, as that wants them. 
grieſes, as the frogs of Egypt, * 
— 6 [1 
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tich mens houſes, creepe vpon rich- mens 
bodies; yea they are rather more ſubiect 
to diuers euils, becauſe of their ouerabun- 
dant fare and dainties, and yet doe not 
enioy their plenty, becauſe they are com- 
monly cloyed with too much, and to him 
chat is full, an hony coinbe is bittet. So 
that theſe mens houſes are as much trous 
bled with bad Romacks, with conſump- 
tions, with Ohs,cryings,and complaints, 
as the meaner ſort. If you ſay, but they 
tan hire Phyſitions: I anſwere, it is true, 
but the Phyſition cannot heale the diſ- 
eaſe; yea, — hee kils them with 
too many drugs: and the poore man hath 
better phyſicke, better cheape. His pain- 
full labour, and his moderate fare, is bet- 
ter to him, then a colledge of Phyſitions. 


Alſo impri ſonment, reſtraint, confining 3. Eſtate. 


and baniſhment, doe as ſoone befall to 
them, as to their leſſe wealthy neighbors, 
wall ages witneſſe, and all Rories. Nay, I 


will yet adde one thing more, that ſee- 
meth more ſtrange then all this; wealth 
*7| cannot keepe a man from pouertie, from 


deggery. And becauſe I know you will 


il deny this,I will bring in 70. Kings at a 


ume, to take their oathes vpon it. Looke 
H 4 in 


Jadges.r. 
6.7. 
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in the firſt of Tudpes, and there youſhall 


ſee 70. Kings with their fingers and toe 


cut off, glad like whelps to licke vp crums 


at another Kings table. And then a lite 
while after, you ſhall ſee that the ſane 
King which made all them ſo poore, is 
vſed inthe ſame manner himlelfe. What 
— brat, could haue come to more 
need? 


Now denieifyoucan, that arichman 
may die a begger, as well as he that is ſo 
borne, And ] pray you doe but aske your 
owne memories, if they cannot tell of di- 
uersin their owne knowledge, thatfrom 
great wealth came to a morſell ofbread, 


whoſe youth ſwimming in dainties, their. 


elder yeeres would haue ſnapt at a cruſ 
as we ſay, and bin glad of any releeſe, and 
that alſo in many, not through their oun 


4. Minde default. And yet is not wealth vuprofit- 
tor natural hle? Againe, for inward troubles thatbe 


naturall, as griefes, care, iealouſies and 
ſeares, wee know that as cob webs breed 
ſooner vnder wainſcote and faire han- 
gings, then vpon a _=_ wall : ſothele 
ariſe in greater meaſure to them that are 


moſt clogd with plentie, as whoſe lives 
in all mens ſight doe moſt ſhew it; 2 
7 
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wealth may mitigate the pain ofacro 
though it cannot keepe it off? Indeed 3. For mit- 
ofallprofitable effects, this is the leaſt and tigating a- 
lowelt; but wealth is too baſe and weake u cuill. 
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they do at * time want them, not their 
money but ſome other thing doth free 
them from the ſame. But yet — 


e 


to effect any ſuch mitigation. When a 
nich man lies ſicke of any diſeaſe, hath he 


one pang leſſe? or is he able to beare one 
fang more patiently, becauſe hee can 


make a greater inuentary then his neigh- 
bours? or when he is falne into pouertie 
or decay, doth it aſſwage? (nay, doth it 
not rather augment) the ſorow, that once 
he was in this and this place and abun- 


Gnce? If a libell or a falſe report be caſt 


out againſt him, doth it ſting or nettle 
him, leſſe, or not rather more then ano- 
ther? Nay doe we not ſee, that becauſe ic 
makes the heart bigger, it makes alſo the 
croſle heauier commonly ? ſo that a mea- 
ter man could with fewer cries and la- 
nentations lay fue children in the graue, 
then he can carrie out one. A poore man 
could with leſſe vexation, beate an hun- 
fred ill words and railings, then hee the 
laſt croſſe · word. Of all men ordinarilie 

none 
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none vexe themſelues more vndera croſh 
then the wealthie, becauſe they leaſt loc 
for it: and wealth we know cannot 
1 not wiſdome and g 

ineſſe that are the mothers and nurcesof 
patience. But yet will ſome man ſay, the 
rich man hath a fire, whe another man ſti 
cold; the rich man is warme clad, when 
an other is ſubiect to wind and weather, 
He fares well when another is hungrie 
J anſwere, he is as free from cold that 
goes infrizeor kerſey, as he that is inſu . 
tin and veluet: and it hath not yet bee 
brought to light that tlie warmthofvel- 
uet is more wholeſome, or more comſot. 
table, then that of frize. Alſo he ſleeps 
as well that lies vpon a flockbed, or 
of Rraw, as hee that hath his downe 
and pillowes, and his Arras couering, and 
the ſoſteſt ſheetes. Yea, and he that hath 
but one diſh, or pethaps only bread and 
"cheeſe; and now and then ſome warme 
meate, feeds as ſweetly, and with as good 
an appetite, digeſts as wholſomely, and 
with as found a ftomack, as he that hath 
dainties brought to his table from the 
ſurtheſt quarters of the world: fo that 
herein the man that hath but encugh's 
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foot and raiment, is at leaſt his equall, 
thathach an ouerplus; and not the rich 
wans ſuperſſuitie, but his comperencic 
doth afford him theſe benefits, which di- 
vers times are made more vnſauorie, ne- 
ner more able to comfort and contentby 
their ouerplentius ſtore: and:werogkein 


hand to ſhe w, not that ſufficient ſor meat, 


drink and cloth, to content natute( which 
ij the meaſure herewith God limits our 
geſires) but a ſuperfluitie of things (which 
cbuetouſnes aimes at) is ynproficable and 
worth nothing. Which ſering it can 
bring neither health, contentment, nor 
good name; neither grace, vertue, nor for- 

beneſſe of ſinnes, ſeeing it cannot driue 
Way finne, Satan, hell, death, ſickneſſe, 
peine, ſorrow, yea, or pouertie, nor exte- 
nate the torment of any of theſe, as cue- 
j mans heart will tell him that it cannot: 
Ina word, ſeeing it will not make a man 
live one whit the longer, or with more 
comfort, nor die one whit freer from 
pangs and griefe, nor gaine heauen, nor 
eſcape hell the ſooner When he is dead: 
will you not ſee and confeſſe it to bee a 
thing of nought? And may Inotfay, ceaſe 
tom wealth, which hath no breath or 
. ſtrength 


8 
How fickle 
and yncer- 
taĩne it is, 
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ſtrength at all, for wherein isittobeeg. 
ſteemedꝰ 1 
And therefore though thy crooked 
heart is not willing to yeeld , yer thy 
iudgement cannot chuſe but be conuin. 
ced of this, that great riches are vnproki. 
table, and not worth aruſh. But ſay i 
were not ſo little commodious, yea 
that it could doe any of the fore nam 
things, yet I will prooue to your conſd. 
ences that it is not worthy your deſirey, 
becauſe of the next. propertie thereof, 
which is vncertaintie. It is like a runns 
gate ſeruant, a fugitive, a plaine vagran 
which though hee bee big-boned and 
ſtrong and skilfull,and able to work: yet 
no man greatly cares for,becauſe hee vil 
be gone when a man hath moltneedof 
him, and perhaps alſo take ſomethings 
way with him that was more worth then 
al his ſeruice. So wealth wil take its heeles 
when a man hath moſt vſe for it, and cat 
contentment away too, which is mor 
pretious then all the falic happineſſe that 
it couldprocure whileſt it remained with 
vs. This wealth hops from man to man, 
and place to place, as a light wingedbird, 
from tree to tree. And no man ny 
W 
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where it will rouſt at night. The holy 
| Ghoſt hath compared it to a wild-foule, 
moſt ſwift of wing, and ſtrong in flight, 
lying; Riches takes it ſelfe to it wing t, and Prou.23.5. 
ſer away. Not like a cock or hen, or ſome 
tame houſe- bird, that a man may follow 
ind catch againe, no nor like an hauke 
that will ſhew where ſhe is by her belles, 
and be called againe with a lure; but lil 
a Eagle. that mountsaloft paſt fight, and 
is carried away with ſo much haſte that 
nothing will recall her, And where is the 
man that can clip the wings of this Ea- 
gle, when it is in his owne cuſtodie, that 
it ſhall not be gone from him when he 
thinkes leaſt of it? If it could procure any 
benefir to your lives, you ſee it were not 
t worth your wiſhes, your toyle, for it 
— when you ſhould vſe it, and that 
without taking leaue: and then as he that 
tiſech from a Roole, and thinketh to fir 
downe againe, the ſtoole being remoued, 
takes the more dangerous knocke; ſo the 
mind that relied on wealth, when it miſ- 
ſeth it, is more tormented with vexation 
dy the vntruſtineſſe thereof. And ſurely, 
who hath lived fo little a while, but he 
lach ſcene wealth run away from many a 
maſter, 
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maſter, and neuer come to, him againg 
to his dying day? Vea, and oftentimes a 


ſo leaue him to hunger, thirſt, nakednen 
and all miſerie and reproach: yea, thoug 


he or his forefathers haue been at 
toile, and perhaps hazarded a aa 
two to get it. Vea it hath ſerued manie 3 
Lord, Nobleman, and great Prince thus 
vntruſtily, and yet will we not take was 
ning but truſt it, doate vpon it ? The holy 
Ohoſt calles it a lie, becauſe it will fi 
play him ſuch ſlipperie prankes, that 
confidence in it ( as euerie man hath in 
that meaſure he deſires it) and a ſhadoy, 
becauſe euetie cloud that flies ouer the 
Sunne may (and that which is not tos 
ſhadow) irrecouerablie cut it off. Noman 
cad promiſe himſelfe to be wealthietill 
night, one coale of fire, one vnaduiſed 
word, two falſe oathes, of two falſe vil- 
laines, (andghow many ſuch be therein 
the world!)may make him abegger anda 
priſoner both at once? or if not ſo, yet he 
may go from it in a moment, as the rich 
man of whom Chriſt ſpeakes immediatly 
after my text, whoſe ſoule wascalledfor, 
that right that he fung dorm ſecure, to 
himſelfe: and when a man hath gotten 
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not by right, and dies in the midſt 
8 [his daies; and leaues his wealth to ano- 
h | ther, perhaps he knowes not whom,doth 
le por proue (that of himſelfe which was 
* | mebefore, but neither himſelfe nor o- 
1 thers would ſee, namely) that he was a 
© | facke foole ? But all this is little in com- 1 
x 4. How 
| gunſt it. It is not alone vnprofitable, but is too. 
J nell alſo, and exceeding dangerous 
! to him that poſſeſſeth it, creating much 

eill to his bodie and his ſoule; which 
n humefulneſſe proceedeth not from the 
nature of wealth, but from the corrupti- 
on of men; as cold drinke in it ſelfe it 
© geod, but not to him, which hath the fit 
ofan ague, yea to him, it is almoſt as bad 
wpoyſon; and ſo, ſome meats are naught 
for men of ſome conſtitutions, which 
they loue, but loue not them, and of 
theſe, men are accuſtomed to take heed. 
Neither is this danger a whitthe leſſe, 
N decauſe it comes from our ill nature, not 
u dom wealth ic ſelfe, ſeeing this corrupti- 
i en of nature cleaues to our ſoule, as faſt 
n ſ uthe skinne to the fleſh, and we ſhall aſ- 
bone ceaſe to be, as to be fo euill. Vea 
F voſt of all, is it harmefull-ro him that 

molt 


pariſon of that which I haue to _—_ a- nurrtullit 
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moſt deſires it; and howſocuer other 
* __ the — of it, yet he cannot 
eſcape, ſeeing the ouerprizing thereof 
— forth the defire, and beth 
ther cauſe the danger. It may there 

very well be likened to an hartichoake, : 
little picking meat there is, not ſo whole. 
ſome as delicious, and nothing to dati 
ſhewes for; more then the tenth pani 
vnprofitable leaues; and beſides thereis 
a coare in the midſt of it, which wil 
choake, not feed, and ſtrangle, not now 
riſh,ifa man do not picke warily whathe 


puts into his mouth; better it is that God | 


giue vs our portion, as it were a leafe u 
two vpon a trencher, then ſer the whole 
diſh before vs; we ſhal well neare choake 
our ſelues with it; and ſuch a thing i 
wealth: yea, it is like ſome kind of fiſhes 
ſo full of ſmall and vnſeene bones, that 
no man eates it without great heed, but 
with great danger; but a child cannot 
ſcape perill if he venture to eate it: al 
where ſhall wee finde a man, not a chili 
in vnderſtanding, if any other be pal 
child, yet certainely the man that lou 
wealth is not? It is like an heade(tr 
and luſtie horſe, that caſts the weake 
1 
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ynskilfull rider, to the breaking of his 
bones, if not his necke: and though chil- 
dren de fire to be on horſebacke, yet the 
father had rather keepe them a foote: and 
certainly few haue the ſtrength to bridle, 
and the okill to fir and manage this reſtie 
feed; it 15 ſure none that loues to be vpon 


the backe of it, hath skill in this horſe- 


manſhip. But wherein is it ſo dangerous, godilie 
will ſome men ſay? Janſwere, it is verie eſtate: 


troubleſome to the outward man, and 
like aluggring cariage, makes him ſwear 


and puffe that goes vnder it. The rich 
mans plentie will not let himſleepe, his 


ntietie ofdiſhcs brings him to ſutfeting, 


ind that to many noyſome diſeaſes, and 
quiet nights and daies; and beſides, his 
eyes, his eares, his hand, his heart is not 
his owne, he cannot be where he would 
fineſt, nor ſpeake, nor thinke of what he 
woſt deſires, being called away by multi- 
tude of affaires, too too many ſtreames of 
bufines do drive him by force euen from 
himſelfe, and he may well be called any 
tans ſetuant, rather then his owne; ſo 
that in outward regards, when wealth 
Fowes very large, it is like a long coate 
fra garment too tide, that a man treads 
| I vpon 


2.Soule. 
1.Beget- 
ting evils. 
Falſe con- 
fidence. 
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vpon often, and catcheth a fall, when 
other goes vpright; either he muſt hold 
it vp(and were it not as good be cut ſhor. 
ter?) or elſe it will bring him downez 
yea it makes men obnoxious roenuy,and 
ſo ſubic to malice, as none are more: u 
a tree that hath thick and large boug 
euerie man deſires to lop him: Beſides 
that, the ſideneſſe of his garment makes 
his owne feete ſtumble : others alſo cu 
more eaſily tread vpon it, and giue hin 
a fall: But all this is nothing,amanmight 
well either beare or preuent ſuch trow 
bles. There follows another ranke oſmi⸗ 
chiefes out of the ranckenefle of wealth, 
that is more pernicious, and cannot fo 
well be ſhunned, 

It breeds many noyſome diſeaſes to 
the ſoule, Firſt, it makes the ſoule verie 
vainely and falſely confident. Men thine 
— ſo much more ſafe, by how 


much more rich, and cannot be content | 


to haue wealth, vnleſſe they doalſorrul 
vpon it, as Danid on his hill, which yet 


deceiued him. The rich mans riches it ahi 


ſtrong tower in his imagination, faith 
Salomonʒ he takes himſelfe as it were wal 


led and moated about by them, though be 


* 
| * 
* 
* 
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k, | jadeed he lie as open to danger as other 

ld nen. Secondly, it ſwelles the heart with a. Ade. 
N. 


bathſome pride, making a man thinke 
himſelfe alſo ſo much the better, by how 
nuch he poſſeſſeth more. This diſeaſe as 
yell as the former, the Apoſtle notes, ſay- 
ng to Timothy: Charge them that be rich , Tim. 6: 
# this world, that they be not high minded, 
wr truſt in encertaine riches: As if he had 
told ys that theſe two maladies, falſe con- 
dence, and an haughtie conceit of ones 
elſe (the purſineſſe of the mind) doe fo 
ickly enſue vpon great poſſeſſions, that 
ot none eſcape — None can miſſe 
them without many warnings, many ear- 
teſt exhortations, nay, nor ſcarce with 
them, This wealth is like ſtrong drinke 
tba weake braine, which ſends ſuch hot 
ud fuming vapors yp into the ſame, that 
imã imagins he can hit the skie with his 
lad, when he cannot ſand vptight vr - 
u his feete, yea ſcarce keepe himſelſe 
tumbling in the mire. The mon- 
ſrous violerice of fierie paſſions, into 
wich(as into fits ofa burning ague)eue- 
ſmall croſſing by an inferieur or equal, 
es men of wealth, ſhewes what big 
baceits they haue of themſelues. In a 
Iz word, 
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word, let examples heere make the cis 
plaine. Name a man almoſt that did nat 
waxe proud by wealth, vnleſſe God ſo 
Guced his ſweete meate with the.foure 
ſauce of affliction, that it was euen made 
vnſauourie to him. It bred this frenzie 
in Dauid, Via, Aſa, Heebtiab, the bel 
Kings that the Scripture ſpeakes of; aud 
if ſuch men could not beare it, whatare 
we? Ifany thinke, though it made other 
worſe, it ſhall not make him ſo, let hin 


know, that this very conceit ſhewes him | * 


to be proud, when he hath it not, and hon 
would he be then, if it were in his hands? 
thou art now conceited when thouartit 
alower eſtate, wil thy conceit of thy ſele 
diminiſh with the encreaſe of thy ſub- 
ance ? Doeſt thou thinke God is ſo ill: 
diſpoſer of things, that he would not git 
it thee, if he knew thou couldeſt vel 
. moſt to his glorie? Giue God leave to 

know What is in thee better then s 
ſelfe, as the Phyſitian knowes the ſtateal 
the patients bodie, when hee knowes i 
not, What child doth notthinke he could 
vſe a knife wel?but the wiſe father knows 
bis conceit atiſeth from ignorance: fol 


fay to thee, that dreameſt wealth 1 
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dot make thee worſe. Art thou better then 
Dauid, and Salomon his ſonne? I ofa y as 
the thing is, therefore God doth not giue 
ſo much of this wealth to his children. be- 
cauſe he knowes they would hurt them- 
elues with it. Euen as men of place and 
nealth for the moſt part keep ſmall beere 
in their houſes, not becauſe-their will and 
abilitie could not afford better, but be- 
tauſe the molt of their ſeruants would be 
drunken with it, and then their maſter 
might attend vpon himſelfe; ſo the Lord 
allo ucs a low eſtate to moſt of his 
kruants,not for want of will pr power to 
give them more, but becauſe if they had 
more wealth, they would bee ſo drunke 
with conceit that they would thinke 
themſclues too good to ſerue him, as ma- 
y men doe that haue it. And no won- 
ler that riches bring a man, to great 
pride. For they make him vtterly diſtaſte 
9 exerciſes, which ſhould weane 
be heart from conceit of it ſelfe. He can- 
dot haue while to pray, reade, meditate, 
frfollowing his pleaſures, or ſeeking to 
ade more to that he hath, ſo that none 
toe ſeldomer viſit God in their cloſer, 
vithtruc deuotion and feruent cries then 

I 3 theſe, 
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theſe,vnleſſe the Lord ferch them in by: 
ſore croſſe, and then themſelues can ſee 
what harme their proſperitic did vn 
them, | 

Ihen ſtom pride growes ſecurity; as 
dead ſleepe from drunkenneſſe. Thoſe 
that haue their barnes and houſes ſull a 
the rich man after my text, if they be not 
ſo wholly paſt ſenſe as in words to tale 
vp his note, and ſay, Soule, ſoule, eate and 
drinke, and take thine eaſe: yet indeed 
fall iuſt to this practiſe, e them- 
ſelues in this world, as an hogge in ſtray, 
giuing themſelues to ſeek their pleaſures 
profits and promotions; and are ſo pol 
ſeſſed with their owne thoughts, viz, 
how to get ſuch a living , ſuch a faire 
houſe ſuch a match for this daughter ſuch 
a thing for this ſonne, that ſcarce once i 
a moneth or an yeere, they can haue time 
ſeriouſlie tothinke of getting heauenlot 
themſelues, or for their chil dreamer, 
though they haue ſome good thought 
put into their hearts by a good ſermon, 
or good exhortation, they die all, like 
ſparke of fire for want e, and 
adding too more fewel; I woul the 
things did need any prooſe: * 
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not ſo plaine, that all can ſee it, but thoſe 
that feele it. - 3s 


Yea ſometimes wealth breeds that no- 4-Licenti- 


table licentiouſneſſe (where it is growne o 


to a great floud) that makes men not to 
care what they doe, but commit whore- 
dome, and other as foule finnes, euen o- 
nly,becauſe no man, (ſcaree their mini- 
ers, whom they will likelie chuſe for 
their owne turne, ſcorving to ſuffer the 
wholſome plainnes of him that ſcorns to 
flatter) ſcarce I ſay, their miniſters dare 
tell them they offend. Vea, they promiſe 
to themſelues, by money and friends, to 
outface iuſtice it ſelſe, and peruert tighte- 
ous iudgement; ſo that when none keeps 
them from ſinne by reproofe, nor dtawes 
them to repentance by iuſt puniſhment, 
they may goe to hell withoutrub, as a 
bowle downe an hill in a ſmooth place, 
the matter being referred to the laſt 
iudgement,and the iudge of al fleſh;who 
will judge them ſo much more ſeuerely, 
by how much they beare out ſinnes on 
tarth with more quietneſſe and ſafetie. 
And leſt men ſhould thinke only the 
worſt men fell to theſe ſickneſſes, by fat 
paltures, behold Dauid, a man after Gods 
I 4 owne 
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owne heart by wealth made a man (letit 
be ſpoken without doing wrong to that 

odly man) euen after the diuels owne 
_— forif Satan himſelfe ſhould have 
been put to chuſe a King for Iſrael, would 
hee haue ſet vp a worſe then him that 
would take his neighbours wife fiſt and 


then his life after ? yet this his riches - 


brought him to. In his abundance hee 
ſtood vpon his hill vaunting him ſelfe, and 
ſaying: He ſhould neuer bee mooned; and 
ſuddenly fell to adultery, to murder, to 
ſuch hardneſſe in both, as not to confeſk 
them of long time; and had not Cod 
ſtrangely turned him, wea'th would haue 
brought him to the diuell; and this is the 
good it doth euen to good men, except 
God doe chaſtiſe them euery morning 
and euery night, and make them ſoberby 
many tribulations, that a poorer man ſiul 
ſcape. In one word therefore, the richer 
any man is, vnleſſe hee pray more andbe- 
waile his ſinnes more, and thinke more of 
his latter end, the worſe he is; and if God 
doe not croſſe him more then othets, hee 
will pray leſſe then others. Wherefore 
vnleſſe his wealth bee allaied by more 
pinching afflictions, (& then who work 
| . * 
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wiſhit?)he cannot but be a greater finner 1 Hades 
then other men. And ſay hee bee Gods 
child, yet he growes far ſlower in grace: 
others profit more at one ſermon then he 
atten; others make more feruent praiers, 

and haue more holy meditations in a 
moneth, then he ina yeere ; and thinke 

| more of heauen in a day, then heeina 
moneth; ſo that Chriſt may well call ri- 

ches the thornes that doe euen choake 

the word, And therefore they doe alſo 
make the way to heauen harder. The 

me meanes that drawes poorer men to i. Maca. 
aluation,w1ll not draw him: hardly can 

ue | arich man goe to heauen, it is as thicke 

he | cayina iourney, that makes aman goe 

pt | ftly.Not many rich men are ſaued, falth 

ne Pas. And how hard is it for him that 

by | fath riches to enter into heauen, ſaith he 

hal | that cannot lie, or be deceiued. Now let 

er | them go and boaſt of their happines, that 

e · | makes them more proud, ſecure, and li- 

of eentious then other men, and makes the 

od | Way of grace andthe way of life to bee 

xe | much more difficult and tedious to them 

Ne | then other men; and who would bee ſo 

Ye | greedy of that which the more hee hath, 

1d | the leſſe vertuous he ſhall be, if he bee not 


i(< more 
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more afflicte d, and ſhall find it mote di. Il. 
cult to be ſauedꝰ wherefore if any oſyuſye 
haue doated on wealth hererofore, a ef 
him ſeriouſly conſider and ponder im 
this, how fickle it is, how little good i fyc 
can doe,how much hurt it will doe; and Hot 
I aflure my ſelſe and him too, hee ſhil Flee 
ſoone grow leſſe in loue with it, if he vil lea 
be led by reaſon and truth, not by faſhia fr 
and opinion. And thus brethten Ihue Ihe) 
—5 as I was able, ſhewed 5, V 
what couetouſneſſe is, and the cauſes, ef | | 
ſes, ſignes, and remedies of it. Try ye 
ſelues by this deſcription and de 
fignes, fright your ſelucs from it by thele 
cauſes an ; effects, and heale your ſelues 
of it by theſe remedies. Suffer your ſoules 
to be wrought vpon, and let the ſucceſle 
of your hearin 18 good ; you are neeret 
damnation by this Sermon, if you mend 
not the fault reprooued,neerer faluation, 
if you will cake warning:letnot the word 
bee a ſauour of death to any of you, l 
comes to my mind what is ſaid in the 
Goſpell,when Chriſt had ſpoken againl 
couetouſnes, the phariſes that were coue- 
tous heard theſe things and they laugh. 


code - 
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Uſfeouetouſnefſe, onely becauſe he wanted 
fyouſwealch. If theſe ſpeeches find no better 
, let effect, how ill haue wee beſtowed our 
ime? Be not as bad as phariſes, Ibeſeech 
you, contemne not the ſpeaker, deride 
not the word of God, but heare it, be- 


hl Feue it, practiſe it, condemne the ſinne, 
will Jeaue the fault, beware of couetouſneſſe, 
hion Jand be (that which no couetous man can 
ue be) true Chriſtians, and true bleſſed men: 
you Which God grant, for his Sonnes ſake 
e Chhriſt Ie ſus, to whom with the Fa- 

'our ther and the holy Ghoſt, bee 

iſ all honour and glorie 

iele now and for euer: 

lues Amen. 
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